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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy John PoertnerThis book provides great insights into
how some of Americas best playwrights were influenced to choose to write plays.3 of 20 people found the following
review helpful. So-soBy Karl R. SchuckFor those with an interest in the theatre, it's agreat idea for a book. However,
the essays are often thin, and many of them by playwrights I'm not familiar with.0 of O people found the following
review helpful. 'The playwright is a soul healer'By Anton ObeidGreat book. | love the anecdotes. | love the interviews.
| love the insights.

What was the play that changed your life? What was the play that inspired you, that showed you something entirely
new, that was so thrilling or surprising, breathtaking or poignant, that you were never the same? Nineteen of today's
most gifted playwrights respond in this most revealing and personal book published by Applause Books and presented
by the American Theatre Wing, founder of The Tony Awards. From Edward Albee's 1935 visit to New Y ork's
Hippodrome Theatre to see Jimmy Durante (and an elephant) in Rodgers and Hart's Jumbo, to Diana Son's twelfth-
grade field trip in 1983 to see Diane Venora play Hamlet at The Public Theater, from David Henry Hwang's seminal
San Francisco encounter with Equus to ayoung Beth Henley's epiphany after seeing her mother in a Green Bean Man
costume, The Play That Changed My Life offers readers a unique peek into the theatrical influences of some of the
nation's most important dramatists. The book isfilled with tributes, memories, anecdotes and other insights that
connect past to present and make this volume an instant must-have for anyone who adores the theatre. Also in the
book are pieces by David Auburn, Jon Robin Baitz, Nilo Cruz, Christopher Durang, Charles Fuller, A. R. Gurney,
TinaHowe, David Ives, Donald Margulies, Lynn Nottage, Suzan-Lori Parks, Sarah Ruhl, John Patrick Shanley,
Regina Taylor, and Doug Wright, aswell as an introduction by PaulaVogel. All together, the playwrights featured
here have won more than 40 Tony Awards, Pulitzer Prizes, Obies, and MacArthur genius grants.

'What athrilling book! | suppose it shouldn't surprise us that writers of great dialogue should also write great prose,
but these writers most certainly do. By describing their own formative moments in a theatre, our best playwrights
collectively define the transformative power of theatre itself. For years now, we've heard these men and women speak
in the voices of their characters, up on stage. Here they regale usin voices that are passionate, personal, witty, and
true: their own.' --John Lithgow'Buy this wonderful book! It's a fascinating compendium of how, when, and where our
most gifted playwrights fell under the magic spell of the theatre. A must for theatre lovers and a great gift for any
young person who dreams of alife in the theatre.' --Sigourney WeaverFrom the Back Cover"As someone whose career
has consisted of interpreting the words of writers, | loved reading these essays. | was delighted and fascinated by each
one of them. It should be required reading for anyone who is serious about the theatre." -- Glenn Close



