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Nicky Silver : The Altruists - Acting Edition  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised The Altruists - Acting Edition: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. the condition of the copy was great, and it arrived quicklyBy 
HinesNot the most intriguing Nicky Silver play. It's not as compelling as his others. But the price was fair, the 
condition of the copy was great, and it arrived quickly.1 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Absolutely 
HilariousBy A. SimpsonThis play is very well-written. Nicky Silver is one of the most underrated playwrights of our 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0822218062


era. I was laughing out loud multiple times! There is a great monologue in the beginning for a flamboyant male 
(30's).2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Hilarious and captivatingBy VenrabThis play is a fantastic 
comedy/drama mix that will have everyone rolling in tears (maybe) and laughter. I first saw this play translated in 
Greece and the performance was stupendous. In fact it stayed with me for six years and now that I read the original it 
didn't fail to bring up the same emotions.The Altruists is about five characters, revolutionaries, who rally for good 
causes, but when Sydney, the self-obsessed soap opera actress kills her husband it brings a whole set of events in 
motion resulting in the false incrimination of one character as they step out of the house to rally for the death penalty 
of another falsely accused man.The play is ironic, witty, fast paced with its heartbreaking moments shining all the way 
through. Highly recommended.

A Comedy for a cast of 3 men and 2 women. THE ALTRUISTS revolves around a dedicated, if disorganized and 
demented, group of young radicals. These are the kids who protest. They protest arts funding and arms funding. They 
protest school cutbacks and AIDS cutbacks and welfare cutbacks. They march for gay rights and children's rights and 
Women Against Drunk Drivers. But their morality is put to the test one day when Sydney, a shallow, anorexic soap-
opera actress, fires a gun into the hulking body of her sleeping boyfriend. Terrified, she looks to her brother, Ronald, 
the center of this merry band of radicals, for help. Ronald, a social worker, wants to aid his sister, but at the moment 
he's consumed with love. The object of his affection? A young runaway prostitute, Lance. It is Ethan, Ronald's cohort, 
who points out that they need Sydney-without her money they can do no good in the world. After all, "firebombs don't 
grow on trees." And when Sydney pressures him, revealing her vulnerability and her real affection for the first time, 
Ronald acquiesces. He makes the ultimate sacrifice, that of his own happiness for the greater good. And this group of 
altruists frames Lance, never noticing the irony as they head off to protest the unjust outcome of a trial involving a 
young man who resembles Lance in every way.


