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in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The ABCs of Bridge: Clear, Up-to-Date 
Instruction on Standard Bidding, Play and Defense for Beginners and Those Who Want to Take a Fresh Look at the 
World's Most Popular Ca: 

101 of 107 people found the following review helpful. Very good book for new playersBy mbstemig@aol.comI've 
always thought William Root's books were very good, so I was glad to see his new offering. I'll be using in a small 
class for beginning players. It is so important to get new players off on the right foot, and it is far too easy to scare 
them away with too many gadgets or an unreadable book. The system the book teaches is a fairly standard modern 
system, although my opinion is that limit raises in majors should now be viewed as standard (the book mentions limit 
raises, but advises people to begin with forcing raises). That's a pretty small and debatable issue in an otherwise 
excellent book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great reference. Read it before our monthly bridge 
group ...By joanGreat reference. Read it before our monthly bridge group meets to refresh my mind!0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Beginners BridgeBy Big IrvThe book is pretty comprehensive, but, as a stark 
beginner and a very, very senior citizen, the old noodle doesn't absorb as it used to. When it got to rebidding and 
conventions, I got lost and confused. I'll try a class for beginners and use the book as a refresher..... if that doesn't 
work, it's back to solitaire for me.

William S. Root, winner of many national bridge championships, premier bridge teacher, author of classic bridge 
books, and recently elected to the Bridge Hall of Fame, is one of America's foremost bridge personalities. As a player, 
Bill Root has won all three of the most important American trophies (the Vanderbilt, the Spingold, and the Reisinger) 
a total of thirteen times. He has represented the United States in the Bridge Olympiad; in the Bermuda Bowl; and on 
exhibition tours to South Africa, Australia, and New Zealand. He is rated a World Master by the World Bridge 
Federation. As a bridge teacher, Bill is considered to be one of the best of all time and has helped tens of thousands to 
enjoy the world's most popular card game. He has been the director for the National Intercollegiate Bridge Tournament 
and has served as Card Games Authority for the Association of American Playing Card Manufacturers, making him 
the modern-day Hoyle for the 120 million card players in America. His many best-selling bridge books include 
Commonsense Bidding, How to Play a Bridge Hand, and How to Defend a Bridge Hand (all of which won the Book 
of the Year title awarded by the American Bridge Teachers' Association.) He also coauthored the popular Modern 
Bridge Conventions with Richard Pavlicek.

From the Inside FlapWilliam S. Root, winner of many national bridge championships, premier bridge teacher, author 
of classic bridge books, and recently elected to the Bridge Hall of Fame, is one of America's foremost bridge 
personalities. As a player, Bill Root has won all three of the most important American trophies (the Vanderbilt, the 
Spingold, and the Reisinger) a total of thirteen times. He has represented the United States in the Bridge Olympiad; in 
the Bermuda Bowl; and on exhibition tours to South Africa, Australia, and New Zealand. He is rated a World Master 
by the World Bridge Federation. As a bridge teacher, Bill is considered to be one of the best of all time and has helped 
tens of thousands to enjoy the world's most popular card game. He has been the director for the National 
Intercollegiate Bridge Tournament and has served as Card Games Authority for the Association of American Playing 
Card Manufacturers, making him the modern-day Hoyle for the 120 million card players in America. His many best-
selling bridge books include Commonsense Bidding, How to Play a Bridge Hand, and How to Defend a Bridge Hand 
(all of which won the Book of the Year title awarded by the American Bridge Teachers' Association.) He also 
coauthored the popular Modern Bridge Conventions with Richard Pavlicek.About the AuthorWilliam S. 
Root(19232002) was an American professional bridge player who was also a noted teacher and writer about the game. 
He was inducted into the American Contract Bridge League Hall of Fame in 1997, and was author of several 
acclaimed books on bridge, includingCommonsense Bidding: The Most Complete Guide to Modern Methods of 
Standard BiddingandHow to Play a Bridge Hand: 12 Easy Chapters to Winning Bridge by America's Premier Teacher. 


