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Gail Folkins : Texas Dance Halls: A Two-Step Circuit (Voice in the American West)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Texas Dance Halls: A Two-Step Circuit 
(Voice in the American West): 

Texas shows its best moves in dance halls that dot its landscape.Wherever theyve found fiddlers and dance floors, 
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Texans have been tickled into motion. And for a century and a half, theyve been kicking up dust in dance halls across 
the state. Writing about the eighteen she knows best, Gail Folkins celebrates how these halls still bring people together 
and foster joy.Folkins etches portraits of proprietors who give space for music and dancing, of musicians who furnish 
the soundtrack for dramas and comedies that play out across hardwood or concrete floors, and of people who come to 
dance, listen, or simply share the experience with friends and neighbors. Paired with Marcus Weekleys photographs, 
some whirling and some dreamy, they capture beat and motion, even the scent of sawdust on the floor. Drawn in, we 
witness daytime preparations for evenings to come, and the quiet that returns after the dancers go home and the 
musicians have packed up for the night. Moving from Twin Sisters near New Braunfels to legendary Luckenbach, we 
meet the third generation in a family of makers of music and keepers of dance halls. And then there are the 
descendants of Czech Catholic settlers coming to dance under the giant letters KJT (Katolika Jednota Texaska). At 
Coupland Dance Hall, we sense ghostly apparitions of pioneer women in long skirts. Very much in the twenty-first 
century, we share a dance floor with tourists and university types among the kitschy accoutrements at Austins Broken 
Spoke.


