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August Livshitz: Test Your Chess1Q: Master Challenge before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Test Your Chess 1Q: Master Challenge:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great book for getting better at tacticsBy infolockThis book, thus
far, isamazing. The only problem I've seen so far is that there are errorsin the diagrams which have already been
indicated by a previous poster. For instance, Problem 12 has 3 rooks for white, but the solution indicates that thereis
another piecein place of one of those Rooks - but considering the reader will see this as 3 Rooks, he or she will
assume a completely different route. Also, on problem 14, Black is given 2 Queens. Again, if you just assume that's
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the case, then the answer isa 1 move mate - however you should be able to figure out which Queen was supposed to
be white instead and solve it that way.Anyways - the book is awesome and | already feel my skills getting better.5 of 6
people found the following review helpful. Moderately UsefulBy Gordon Ritchielt has long been accepted that the
best way for a player below master level to improve his/her chessis through the study of selected game positions to
ingrain patterns of tactical solutions. Thisisyet another of a bumper crop of publications atimed to help in this
process. It is one of three volumes that purport to be calibrated to different levels of expertise---novice, grandmaster
and, in this case, master. The classifications are rather generous: these "master” level problems should be quite
manageabl e for anyone with a CFC/USCF rating of 1800-2200. The problems are grouped by themes, which detracts
from the realism of game situations. They are solved against the clock with times allotted for each group of 8 positions
according to degree of difficulty---the time allotments are quite long (e.g. 70 or 75 minutes for the first few sets) which
can be difficult to accommodate. The problems themselves are taken from actual games, though these are often very
obscure and not to be found in most databases. Regrettably, there are some sloppy errorsin the editing of the position
diagrams which would completely confuse the solver. In sum, aspiring playerswill benefit from the study of these or
virtually any other positions but thisis far from the best of such books available.O of 0 people found the following
review helpful. My favorite tactics book.By chungkingl'm a USCF Expert. Thisisagreat book for a strong club
player - just the right level to stress and develop your tactical thinking. Some real jewels here - my favorite so far:
#92.1 know the kids these days are all about looking at their phones (e.g. chesstempo), but | think there's greater
didactic benefit from studying and repeating a set of well-curated problems.

Isthe ability to make combinations something you are born with or can it be acquired by practice? Russian chess
trainer Livshitz, who has had extensive experience teaching awide range of players from novices to masters, presents
here a course for developing your combinational skill, based on the recognition of tactical motifs. Asyou work your
way through this carefully graded series of tests, themes such as 'diversion’, 'interference’, "X-Ray' and many more will
become an integral part of your chess armoury, to be employed in your own games. Solving these positions will not
only provide many hours of pleasure but will also enable you to test - and improve! - your chess Q.

From the Back Coverlsthe ability to make combinations something you are born with or can it be acquired by
practice? Russian chess trainer Livshitz, who has had extensive experience teaching a wide range of players from
novices to masters, presents here a course for developing your combinational skill, based on the recognition of tactical
motifs. Asyou work your way through this carefully graced series of tests, themes such as 'diversion,' 'interference,’ 'X-
Ray," and many more will become an integral part of your chess armoury, to be employed in your own games. Solving
these positions will not only provide many hours of pleasure but will also enable you to test - and improve! - your
chess 1Q. Thisis book two in athree-volume series. Also available are: 'Test Your Chess |Q: First Challenge' and 'Test
Y our Chess 1Q: Grandmaster Challenge.’ (6 3/4' X 9 3/4', 122 pages, illustrations)



