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August Livshitz : Test Your Chess IQ: First Challenge (Bk. 1)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Test Your Chess IQ: First Challenge (Bk. 1): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Some diagrams in Books 1 and 2 unreadableBy E. GarciaAlthough 
the tests look excellent (I just received all three books), the first two are filled with many unreadable diagrams. The 
dark squares are so dark you cannot distinguish a black piece from a black pawn. Sometimes, I can't tell if a square has 
a pawn/piece on it, the square is so dark! I'll send this one back and hope it's just an anomaly with this particular book, 
or does anyone have the same problem? Book 3, "Grandmaster Challenge", doesn't have this problem. The dark 
squares are light enough to distinguish the black pieces from pawns, or if there is something ON a dark square.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. One of the best tactics training books.By VVGreat tactics book. Half way 
through and love it.15 of 15 people found the following review helpful. A Fantastic Tactical WorkBy Nicholas T. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1857441397


LesniakThis is the first book in the "Test your Chess IQ" series. That in no way means that this book is easy. If you 
aren't at least about 1500 or so, this book will be way too much for you. Make sure that you read Seiriwan's Winning 
Chess Tactics and work through both of Reinfeld's 1001 books before tackling this one.The book consists of dozens of 
8-problem tests, spanned across two pages each with the solutions on the next page(to discourage cheating, which I 
like). The book covers a wide number of themes, and in many cases progresses in difficulty as you work through a 
motif. For example the first test in Double Attack will be fairly easy, but the next test will take considerably more 
work.The author provides a table in the back for you to record your progress. I immediately copied this(so as to have a 
'clean copy' incase I want to go through this again, and I'm sure I will). In the beginning of the book the author 
provides instructions on how to score your answers, and approximately what rating they correspond to.The best way to 
go through these puzzles is to do one a week, making sure to use all or most of the time given to solve the 
puzzles(remember, you have to find all the reasonable defenses for the losing side, not just the first move or one 
particular winning line).Don't be discouraged if you struggle with it in the very beginning. You'll be amazed by how 
quickly you begin to see things and your percentage scores will rise. A nice thing about this book is that most of the 
problems were taken from real games, proof that these sort of combinations DO happen and you need to be able to see 
them when they do.The book is thin but large enough that it folds open easily and is written in descriptive notation. 
Almost all of the analysis I've done on problems has been accurate(only his move is best), except for one problem 
where my move was a little better according to Fritz.All in all this is an outstanding and challenging introduction to 
advanced tactics. Go through the books I mentioned above first, but make sure that this book is in your hands 
afterwards.

Is the ability to make combinations something you are born with or can it be acquired by practice? Russian chess 
trainer Livshitz, who has had extensive experience teaching a wide range of players from novices to masters, presents 
here a course for developing your combinational skill, based on the recognition of tactical motifs. As you work your 
way through this carefully graded series of tests, themes such as 'diversion', 'interference', 'X-Ray' and many more will 
become an integral part of your chess armoury, to be employed in your own games. Solving these positions will not 
only provide many hours of pleasure but will also enable you to test - and improve! - your chess IQ.

From the Back CoverIs the ability to make combinations something you are born with or can it be acquired by 
practice? Russian chess trainer Livshitz, who has had extensive experience teaching a wide range of players from 
novices to masters, presents here a course for developing your combinational skill, based on the recognition of tactical 
motifs. As you work your way through this carefully graced series of tests, themes such as 'diversion,' 'interference,' 'X-
Ray,' and many more will become an integral part of your chess armoury, to be employed in your own games. Solving 
these positions will not only provide many hours of pleasure but will also enable you to test - and improve! - your 
chess IQ. This is book two in a three-volume series, carefully graduated in order of difficulty. Move on to: 'Test Your 
Chess IQ: Master Challenge' and 'Test Your Chess IQ: Grandmaster Challenge.' (6 3/4' X 9 3/4', 124 pages, 
illustrations) 


