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Valeri Bronznik : Techniques of Positional Play: 45 Practical Methods to Gain the Upper Hand in Chess  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Techniques of Positional Play: 
45 Practical Methods to Gain the Upper Hand in Chess: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. An updated classic!By Deep BlueAll in all a good book and Im 
happy that it found a publisher who got interested in sharing this great book with all chess players. The print, text and 
editing is great and it makes fun to read that book. A chess board is not necessary, but might come in handy in some 
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positions, where a certain idea is shown.The techniques are easy to understand and memorize. The authors present a 
wealth of practical examples and do not burden the reader with unnecessary deep analysis. There is a special training 
section at the end of the book where you can test your newly acquired skills.My recommendation goes to all players 
rated from 1500-1600 upwards, who are interested in some positional themes which may not be covered in basic 
books on positional/strategical chess. In my opinion already a classic among chess literature! My gratitude goes to 
NewInChess, well done!5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Good book for chess improvement, but you 
will have to put in a lot of work to get the full benefit.By SkinnyhorseThis book or kindle book has positional chess 
techniques and maneuvers that I was completely unaware of, even after many years of playing chess. This is not a "fun 
book" which you read for enjoyment only, but it is a "working book" that you could use for chess improvement. The 
authors must have put in a ton of research to come up with the excellent examples. I didn't do a count, but there looks 
like there are at least 325 examples that illustrate how to improve your position or nullify your opponents' position.7 of 
7 people found the following review helpful. Improves your vocabularyBy WBSIf you play a lot of bullet and blitz 
chess on ICC, you may have developed doubts about the extent of your "chess vocabulary" -- your repertoire of 
automatic responses to common moves and positions. For example, when you've moved your bishop back to g3 and 
your opponent takes it, do you automatically retake with the h2 pawn instead of the f2 pawn? Do you know historic 
examples demonstrating the advantage of one or the other?This book will acquaint you with numerous positional plans 
to be undertaken when confronted with very common over-the-board situations. As always, it will be up to you to 
decide whether or not any particular plan is worthy, depending on the specific position in front of you, but after 
digesting this book, you will no longer have that slightly lost feeling of having developed all your pieces, looking at a 
seemingly even position, and having no idea what to do next. Bronznik will give you a full palette of positional plans 
to choose from, thus enriching your chess vocabulary.

Opening preparation is useful, but understanding the middlegame is much more important. This book, an improved 
edition of a Russian classic, teaches amateur chess players 45 extremely effective skills in a crystal-clear manner.Quite 
a few of the ideas presented here will surprise the reader, because they offer solutions for problems the club player is 
only subconsciously aware. How do you activate your rook pawn? How do you prevent your opponent from opening a 
file? How do you restrict the efficacy of your opponents pieces? Which rook belongs on the c-, d- or e-file? What is 
the best way to exchange a piece? How do you castle artificially?In most cases the techniques are easy to understand 
and memorize. Bronznik and Terekhin do not burden the reader with deep analysis and only present those variations 
that are really necessary to get the point. There is a special training section at the end of the book where you can test 
your skills.

One of the best books on positional play you're ever likely to read. (Paul Kane Manchester Chess Federation)I am 
absolutely convinced that every (really every!) chess player will learn a whole lot from this book. For me personally it 
is one of the best chess books on the market today. (Martin Rieger Schachwelt)About the AuthorUkrainian 
International Master Valeri Bronznik lives and works in Germany and has written a number of highly acclaimed books 
on chess, among which 1.d4-Beating the Guerillas. 


