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Friso Nijboer, Geert van der Stricht : Tactics in the Chess Opening 3: French Defence and other half-open 
games  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Tactics in the 
Chess Opening 3: French Defence and other half-open games: 

22 of 22 people found the following review helpful. Useful games colectionBy I. KnezovicLet me clear the basic facts 
about what kind of book this (and the rest of the series) is; it is a game colection, very resonably anotated, with critical 
points arising somewhere at the end of opening phase or at the begining of middlegame. (It is not a bambambum 
tactics which resolve a game in instant.) At that point thematic tactical move arises which usually changes the 
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evaluation of position by (dissa)prooving the way to handle it as black or white. Since the whole game is covered, we 
can see the ultimate logic of playing that position to win, but in number of games inferior side is giving its best to stay 
in the game. Although cover of this book is focusing on french defence, out of its 236 pages the french is having 
around 1/4 of it having 68 pages. The rest of the book comprises of 50 pages of Caro-Kann, 22 pages of Scandinavian, 
40 pages of Pirc, 12 pages of Kings fianchetto and 26 pages of Alekhine, to be precise. What I like the most in this 
book is that authors managed to find a good balance between descriptive and analytic in annotating the games from the 
book. Also, the most of the games in here are very new, which is nice from the teoretical point, but I like that authors 
also included some of the great clasic games from those openings, which can be very instructive.I give this book a 
strong four stars, and can recommend it to the practitioners of theese openings as a useful reminder and refreshment.7 
of 9 people found the following review helpful. Tactics? Did I miss something?By MateintenI have the whole series. 
These books are basically annotated games. If the variation of the opening you play, is not in these books, they are 
nearly useless. It seems like the authors used a good database and a few games to come up with a book...and you too 
can do the same. I think you would do much better to find a good book concerning the openings you play. A good 
opening book will give you coverage of tactics that occasionally arise in that opening. This series misses the point 
entirely. If you want a book with some extra annotated games for the opening and variations that you play, look into 
these books. But if you are looking for books dedicated to showing tactical themes from various opening 
variations...dont waste your money.0 of 11 people found the following review helpful. Sum upBy LaffranchiseA bit 
too simpleA deeper analysis would be interestingDifficult to read

This series covers the tactical themes and typical traps in ALL main line openings, which are explained in carefully 
selected and annotated short games. Tactics in the Chess Opening teaches how to recognise opportunities to attack 
early in the game and how to avoid standard pitfalls in the opening. It will make the adventurous player win more 
games, and is a guide for further study and for setting up an opening repertoire.


