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From Brand: Performing Arts Journal Publications : Symbolist Drama: An international Collection  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Symbolist Drama: An 
international Collection: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy AdelheidThis book is a rare and invaluable collection 
of unique dramas.7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Where else can you find these plays?By Douglas 
BedwellThis is not a collection that will appeal to the average reader, not even the average reader of drama. But if you 
have an interest in the Symbolist movement of the late 19th and early 20th century, this book makes an excellent 
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starting point. Though the Symbolists get little mainstream attention today, the movement shook the stranglehold 
realism had on theatre at the time, and opened the floodgates for Expressionism, Absurdism, and all the various "isms" 
that have followed.Many of these plays may seem bizarre at first glance, but all are fascinating, and a few (such as 
Maeterlinck's "The Intruder" and Briusov's "The Wayfarer") could still hold an audience today. The translations are 
not always elegant, but the scholarship is sound, and honestly, where else are you going to find these plays? An 
excellent addition to any collection of early 20th century drama.

Now back in print, this one-of-a-kind volume of fifteen short symbolist plays from around the world, written between 
1890 and 1918, is even more timely in today's turn to the spiritual and subjective modes of being. It includes often 
little-known plays by Strindberg, Maeterlinck, Hoffmansthal, Rachilde, Tagore, Yeats, Valle-Incln, Blok, Bely, 
Briusov, Stevens, and others.
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