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Haing Ngor : Survival in the Killing Fields before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth
my time, and all praised Survival in the Killing Fields:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Incredible (especialy before viewing THE KILLING FIELDS)By
Linda D.Having became engrossed in the history of "the killing fields" during arecent trip to Cambodia, | started
reading books | could order online while traveling. Of the three that | read, which featured comparably grim survival


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0786713151

stories, this was the most vivid, compounded by the incredible irony that this author -- amedical doctor -- went on to
reach Los Angeles and win an Academy Award for portraying Dith Pran in THE KILLING FIELDS. It is no wonder,
given personal experiences that the author vividly describesin this book, that the role of a man who also lived through
and survived the horrors of the Khmer Rouge years was played so convincingly.74 of 75 people found the following
review helpful. The best book on Cambodia under the Khmer RougeBy N. Jacobslf you are interested in reading the
memoir of someone who survived the reign of the Khmer Rouge, then | can't reccommend any other book higher. |
have read two other books from survivors, but Ngor's book was by far my favourite. What sets Ngor's book apart from
the othersthat | have read is that Ngor was an adult when the Khmer Rouge took over. His memories are very lucid,
and he fully comprehends what is going on around him. He watches his young wife diein his arms, those close to him
betray, and everyone around him suffer. There are no high points throughout the entire odysey. Ngor brings you to the
senseless and incomprehensible suffering that pervades every aspect of life under the Khmer Rouge.One element |
particularily enjoyed about Ngor's book is the extensive descriptions of Cambodian culture, attitudes and behaviour.
Cambodian society (from what | can gather from what | have hitherto studied) is highly formal, with a rather complex
series of formality set up for intereaction with others and arather reserved character in regards to expression of
feelings. The most important of which in this context being "kum," which is a sort of bitterness and longing for
revenge, that becomes evident in alot of what is happening. Y ou will leave this read with afeeling of not only being
inside of what is happening, but aso for the actual mechanisms guiding behaviour.Thisis, however, not a pleasant
read in the least. The descriptions of the atrocities are beyond anything that | was expecting, and for that reason, |
would seriously warn others that thisis not for the faint at heart. Luckily, Ngor offers notes at the beginning of graphic
chapters so that one can skip over them. Y ou will lose sleep, and | can guarantee you that it makes any of those goofy
horror movies like "Hostel" and "Turistas' look like aday at Disneyland. This horror isreal, and not far in the past.
Being that my normal area of study is Russian history, | have read alot about the horrors of communism and tyranny,
but nothing from the basements of Lyubyanka Prison or Mao Tse Tung's Cultural Revolution comes close to the
abominable atrocities of Pol Pot's Cambodia.Ngor also describes hisrole in the classic movie, The Killing Fields, as
well as hisintegration of lifein America. An afterword by friend Roger Warner ends the book on a particularily
haunting and sad note, but rightfully so, none the less. There are alot of truely excellent books available by survivors
of the Killing Fields, and thisis the quintessential starting point for those who wish to learn more.2 of 2 people found
the following review helpful. Honest and haunting accountBy Laurie Kelleyl read this book en route to Cambodia. |
was in college when the genocide took place and had been familiar with the facts. This book tells the story from a
personal point of view, of adoctor who lived a good life in Phnom Penh and lost everything. His detailed, day-to-day
account of survival is haunting and stark. He does not paint himself as a saint, but rather as a normal person, flawed
and normal, who is swept up into Pol Pot's relentless drive to kill all intellectuals. It's not great prose, but it is direct,
hard hitting and honest. | felt | had a very different perspective when | visited Cambodia. His story isremarkable and a
must-read for anyone interested in this time period, in genocide or in Cambodia

Nothing has shaped my life as much as surviving the Pol Pot regime. | am a survivor of the Cambodian holocaust.
That'swho | am," says Haing Ngor. And in his memoir, Survival in the Killing Fields, he tells the gripping and
frequently terrifying story of histerm in the hell created by the communist Khmer Rouge. Like Dith Pran, the
Cambodian doctor and interpreter whom Ngor played in an Oscar-winning performance in The Killing Fields, Ngor
lived through the atrocities that the 1984 film portrayed. Like Pran, too, Ngor was a doctor by profession, and he
experienced firsthand his country's wretched descent, under the Khmer Rouge, into senseless brutality, slavery,
squalor, starvation, and diseaseall of which are recounted in sometimes unimaginable horror in Ngor's poignant
memoir. Since the original publication of this searing personal chronicle, Haing Ngor's life has ended with his murder,
which has never been satisfactorily solved. In an epilogue written especially for this new edition, Ngor's coauthor,
Roger Warner, offers a glimpse into this complex, enigmatic man's last yearsyears that he lived "like his country:
scarred, and incapable of fully healing."

From Library Journal For hisrole as the journalist Dith Pran in the film The Killing Fields (1984), Haing Ngor, a
Cambodian doctor with no acting experience, won an OscarR. In playing the part, he drew on his own tormented life
asawar slave during the Cambodian civil war, which makes the agony seen in the film seem mild. Funded and fueled
by Chinese Communists, the Cambodian Khmer Rouge were a gang of brutal thugs who dispossessed, robbed, raped,
tortured, and murdered so many of their countrymen/women that somewhere between a third and a half of the
population was decimated. Ngor himself was tortured three times and lost afinger for calling hiswife "sweet." Before
each of the three tortures, the listener is warned that it will be violent, but this highly compelling account has few
eguals among stories of cruel, sadistic oppression masguerading as ideology and should be heard in full by anyone
who cares about freedom. Unlike most programs written with a collaborator, the narrative voice hereis distinct and
wholly convincing, and British actor Crawford Logan's authoritative reading is terrifyingly real. Thisisavery
demanding program, but it is of such high merit and rare importance that it deserves a place in every collection. Highly



recommended. ?Peter Josyph, New Y orkCopyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc. "The best book on Cambodia
that has ever been published." About the AuthorHaing Ngor survived labour camp, torture and near death, before his
escape to America. A champion for the cause of Cambodian refugees, he was murdered by street robbersin LA in
1996. Roger Warner, hisfriend and co-writer, writes extensively on foreign affairs.



