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Neil McDonald : Starting Out: The Rti before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my
time, and al praised Starting Out: The Rti:

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Jamie MacThisis avery easy to understand chess book
with easy to follow analysis of the position.16 of 16 people found the following review helpful. Great IntroductionBy
ReaderWhat isin the book:Starting Out The Reti is a collection of annotated games and explanations on main line
flank openings starting with 1. Nf3 intending an early c4. The largest part deals with 1. Nf3-d5 2.c4, evidently
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excluding transpositions to the Queen's Gambit or the Catalan. Three out of seven chapters deal with a Slav set-up
(Black plays c6), one chapter each with 2...d4, 2...e6 and 2...dc:. A final chapter provides some suggestions on how to
answer if black does not want to play any of the lines mentioned above. Strictly speaking, the linesin thisfinal chapter
belong to the English opening. In aimost all cases, white plays a subsequent ¢4, only against the Slav set-up,
McDonald also discusses an early e4 as an alternative.What is not in the book:This is not a repertoire book, nor isit a
theoretical tome. Besides, a bunch of interesting lines that often arise after 1. Nf3 are not covered, among them: The
King's Indian attack, 2. b3, or e4 gambit lines against Dutch set-ups. Although the book is written for the White player,
it is objective. McDonald also gives improvements for black. The author:Neil McDonald is a British Grandmaster and
an established writer who has played the Reti for many years himself.What | don't like:The Slav set-up covers way too
much space. Thereis an annoying number of typos, even the analysisis not always correct. Unfortunately, there is too
little information on the Reti in general and on move-order issues. Thisis particularly the case for the e6-setups.What |
like:McDonald focuses on ideas and explanations rather than on theoretical lines. His annotations are very useful, and
he avoids stereotypes that you can find in many other chess books.Evaluation:Y ou can benefit alot from studying the
annotated games, even if you don't play the Reti. This book will certainly not outdate as fast as a theoretical tome.If
you are looking for a repertoire book, you have an interesting alternative by another excellent author, Nigel Davies
(The dynamic Reti). Both books are recommendable. However, if | had to choose, 1'd go for McDonald's book.12 of
13 people found the following review helpful. A decent introduction but very lacking in deep insight ...By IgelfeldNeil
McDonald is one of the most prolific chess writers in the new millennium. His target audience istypically the new to
middle of the road club player who just doesn't have the insight into positional mistakes linked with a medium-depth
strategy. Although McDonald is atalented writer, this book really brought out his biggest shortcomings. The book is
"repertoire-like", but many alternatives are either dismissed, omitted, or simply treated at a superficia level.So, with
that introduction, why as many as three stars?Thisis the second complete book on the Reti that |'ve completely worked
through (not counting the collection of Reti's games, but I'll comment on why that isn't really all that applicable for a
book on the Reti). The first was Davies book "Dynamic Reti" which is a better book for looking at more lines and
alternatives, but was clearly lacking in providing strategical insight. The Reti is a difficult opening because of al the
transpositions that BOTH sides can elect. So, abig part of the strategy in the Reti isto make decisionsto get a
persistent but small initiative. Theideas in the Reti are much better explained by McDonald and perhaps | needed
more of abeginner's perspective on some of the lines where GM games simply do not obviously lead to clear
positional assessments. At least in McDonald's book, he helps explain the considerations for positional assessment. |
should also point out that McDonald heavily leans towards selecting lines that are queenside attack themes. Meaning,
ideas associated with pushing c4,b4 followed by additional pawn moves such as b5 or a4,a5. The tricky part of the
Reti isthat this strategy is simply bad when the opponent playsin the center, but in that case, the experienced Reti
player knows when to switch to a center strategy. To complicate things, there are some lines that emphasize f4. So, if
itisn't obviously already, the Reti is all about constantly assessing the position to find the modest advantage for white.
So, really the three starsis for the strategic insight that is the "starter" ideas and strategies for the Reti.Words of
caution ...if you're afairly experienced/skilled player at the advanced club level, this book probably istoo remedial and
you might find a more compl ete repertoire in Davies book. If you're a beginner, this book (and the selection of the
Reti) is problematic because of al the transpositions and the types of positions that you'll need to learn to play just to
get started. Based on these two statements, you might get the idea that I'm saying that the target audience for this book
iISEXTREMELY narrow. The only way to learn the Reti (really) is playing games and using the material asa
reference to see where you started to make mistakes (strategically and even sometimes tactically). Not to mention, one
of the dangers of the Reti isthat missing one key moves s the difference between a good game and a rotten game.
Thisis exactly the reason that some highly skilled playerslike it. With that said, I've played this a number of times on
the internet and always get a playable and interesting game. | have some really nice wins and some really
embarrassing losses. The richnessin ideas is the reason that | like it.Other material on the Reti ....Reti's best games by
Golembek is an excellent game collection but only has a handful of truly Reti gamesin it (probably less than 5). So,
you'll seethe history of the opening, but certainly not enough to really get started. Note: | will give McDonald some
credit for including very current games with limited analysis. Watson's book (volume 4) is extremely limited and
simply provides interesting but not comprehensive material. But Watson is avery good writer and analyst so it's worth
at least taking alook at hisinfo on the Reti. But you won't learn the Reti from Watson's book. Thereis a new book that
| have not read (Wojo's Weapons) that also proposes a Reti setup, but at this point, it doesn't look promising enough to
invest the money and time.In summary ....The pros for this book is that it addresses a gap in explaining strategical
ideas in the Reti with the insight from a GM with alot of writing experience (and talent). It's not aterrible way for
getting a"feel" for what to do in the Reti, but again, advanced players will likely leave wanting more critical analysis
(this may be found in Khalifmann's book on Kramnik and the Reti, but these books are not that available but could be
agood source for advanced players.) The book is very readable and has enough diagrams to avoid playing through
every game on the board (although some games had 10 - 20 moves without a diagram and that simply is too many
moves for meto visualize without getting position updates).The cons are fairly extensive, the chapter on the Englishis



such aweak attempt that the author would have been better served referring to other books. It is almost unusable
material because of the lack of depth, lack of discussion on transpositions, and quite honestly a presentation that does
look like he was "filling out the book™. It wasiillustrative of the problem with the Starting Out series. They simply
can't address complicated openingsin aresponsible way. The hope is that they give the reader a push in the right
direction followed by awhole lot of self-study. Thisis the most exaggerated case for this problem due to the nature of
the Reti. McDonald makes a decent attempt, but you could tell that he was meeting a deadline using a great deal of
ideas from his books that deal with strategy etc.. | also don't like the quality of these books. The layouts are awkward
and one gets the idea that they are too formula-like. (Note: One example of abook that is the gold standard for chess
opening is Shipov's Hedgehog book. | even favor his book dlightly over Marin'swork and | think Marinis
fabulous).Overall, it's hard to recommend this book but given that the selection of books on the Reti is so lacking, it
might be the best choice for the player who is of decent playing strength that wants to improve his decision making in
the Reti. Beginners probably should stick to playing e4,d4 until they learn other basic strategical ideas (but that's just
my opinion).

Starting Out: The Rti is afurther addition to Everyman's best-selling Starting Out series. Grandmaster Neil McDonald
revisits the fundamentals of the Rti, examining the key moves and plans for both sides.

From the Back CoverThe Rti is a popular opening at al levels of chess. The great advantage it possesses over other
openingsisthat it's athematic system which can be adopted against many different defences, and because of thisit'sa
firm favourite amongst those who prefer the understanding of ideas over dry memorization of moves.In this book,
Grandmaster Neil McDonald examines the Rti by going back to basics, introducing the key moves and ideas, and
taking care to explain the reasoning behind them something that has often been neglected or taken for granted in other
works.The Starting Out series has firmly established itself as the leading guide to studying openings for up-and-
coming chess players. These books are ideal for enthusiasts who don't necessarily have extensive knowledge of the
openings in question and who wish to appreciate the essential principles behind them. * User-friendly design to assist
readers* Concentrates on the fundamental principles of the openings* Ideal for improvers, club players and tournament
players English Grandmaster Neil McDonald is an experienced and successful player on the international chess circuit.
He is arespected chess coach, who has trained many of the UK's strongest junior players. McDonald is also atalented
chess writer and has many outstanding works to his name.



