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John Shaw : Starting Out: The Queen's Gambit  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Starting Out: The Queen's Gambit: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy VPA must for any player that enjoys the queen's 
gambit and its variations.18 of 19 people found the following review helpful. Good overview, but more is necessary to 
play this openingBy A CustomerIf you are interested in playing the queen's gambit, or in discovering how to play 
against it, then this general introduction book is right up your alley. It covers all the options for both white and black in 
a neutral way, meaning that good and bad moves for both sides are explored.The only possible problem I can see with 
this book is, due to its scope, it can not pay too much attention to any one variation. So if you decide you like the Slav 
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Defense, or the Cambridge Springs Variation, then you'll probably have to purchase another book to delve deeper into 
that particular variation. Why? Because you'll find at most 2-3 games covering each variation in the book, which is no 
where near enough to allow you to master the opening.This isn't meant to be that much of a criticism of the book 
however. As the title suggests, this is a "starting out" book, designed to whet your appetite for a particular variation 
and allow you (with or without help from another book) to explore that variation.So why only four stars when the 
book does all that it claims to do? Because the book probably should have been about 75-100 pages longer to really 
give a nice introduction to the openings covered. With all the openings covered, that would mean adding about 5-10 
pages per section, which isn't too much to ask. The book feels rushed. However, it is still an excellent introduction to 
the queen's gambit and is usable by people playing from either side of the board.2 of 3 people found the following 
review helpful. Not as useful as othersBy Rodrigo GutierrezThis book deals with the various lines of the Queen's 
Gambit(QG), and covers all the major variations: the Tartakower, the exchange variation, the Slav and the Semi-Slav, 
the Tarrasch and the Queen's gambit accepted. The writing is clear and the presentation of the different lines is well 
organized. On the plus side, it needs to be acknowledged that it provides a neat and tight summary of an opening with 
an enormous ammount of theory behind it. However, as a fan of the QG, this book was a bit diappointing to me. In 
contrast with other volumes of the excellent "Starting Out" series, this book does not ever present the basic ideas 
behind each line and the verbal analysis of most lines is simply too shallow. As such, it is deffinitely not useful for 
begginers, which is really a shame. Even intermediate players will probably have a hard time figuring out what the 
basic ideas behind each line are. And for advanced players, this book is probably too basic. Also, one can't help getting 
the impression that the book is written mostly from white's point of view. If you play the QG with black, you'll 
probably be disappointed by this. Summarizing, this book unfortunately is not as good other opening books in the 
"Starting out" series, and, if anything, will be useful for intermediate rather than beggining players.

The Queens Gambit is one of the most popular and fundamental chess openings of all time and it has been the 
battleground for countless world-class encounters throughout the history of chess. Adherents include a long list of 
World champions, including Garry Kasparov, Anatoly Karpov, and Vladimir Kramnik. With his first two moves, 
Black creates a super-strong foothold in the center, one that is incredibly difficult to break down. In this book, John 
Shaw revisits the basic principles behind the Queen's Gambit and its many variations. Throughout this easy-to-read 
guide readers are aided by a wealth of notes, tips, and warnings from the author, while key strategies, ideas, and tactics 
for both sides are clearly illustrated. This book is ideal for the improving player.*Written by a seasoned Queens 
Gambit expert*All the important lines are covered*A back-to-basics look at one of the most important openings

From the Back CoverThe Queen's Gambit Declined is one of the most popular and fundamental chess openings of all 
time and it has been the battleground for countless world-class encounters throughout the history of chess. Adherents 
include a long list of World champions, including Garry Kasparov, Anatoly Karpov and Vladimir Kramnik. With his 
first two moves, Black creates a super-strong foothold in the center, one that is incredibly difficult to break down. In 
this easy-to-read book, International Master John Shaw revisits the basic principles behind the Queen's Gambit and its 
many variations. Throughout this easy-to-read guide the reader is aided by a wealth of notes, tips and warnings from 
the author, while key strategies, ideas and tactics for both sides are clearly illustrated. This book is ideal for the 
improving player.Written by a seasoned Queen's Gambit Declined expertAll the important lines are coveredA back-to-
basics look at one of the most important openings 


