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Joe Gallagher : Starting Out: The Pirc/M odern (Starting Out - Everyman Chess) before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Starting Out: The Pirc/Modern (Starting Out -
Everyman Chess):

19 of 22 people found the following review helpful. Starting Out ; that's me !By pbroThe book deliverson it's basic
premise; and | believe adds much more. | found it more readable than Pirc Alert. The book review above clearly states
what's inside. There are numerous full games, variations, tips, warnings and new strategies discussed. The author even
shows the winning white % for the lines chosen and variations discussed. Thereis no "quick fix" to meeting e4; as far
as| cantell. | like the flexibility within the Pirc system. It meets my needs as a learning student of the game who
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doesn't have the time to study the more complicated defenses. Memorization isn't for me. (...)0 of 2 people found the
following review helpful. Five StarsBy Gabriel Adrian Romanellil like it23 of 25 people found the following review
helpful. A useful book about the PircBy Jill MalterThisis a good introductory book on the Pirc and the Modern. Still, |
wish it had covered just alittle more material.l rarely play either the Pirc or the Modern as Black. But when | do play
the Pirc with Black, | don't play it the way this book describesit.Gallagher starts by showing us the Austrian attack: 1
e4 d6 2 d4 Nfé 3 Nc3 g6 4 f4. That's always been a good reason for Black to avoid the Pirc. But in 1988, Seirawan
found away for Black to draw by repetitionin akey line: 4...Bg7 5 Nf3 ¢5 6 Bb5+ Bd7 7 €5 Ng4 8 €6 fxe6 9 Ng5
Bxb5 10 Nxe6 Bxd4! 11 Nxd8 Bf2+ 12 Kd2 Be3+ 13 Kel. And now, some folks have gone back to the Pirc.Next we
see the Classical attack: 1 e4 d6 2 d4 Nf6é 3 Nc3 g6 4 Nf3 Bg7 5 Be2 0-0 6 0-0. Black has three good replies here, the
relatively risky 6...Nc6, the more solid 6...Bg4, and the obvious and strong 6...c6. In the Austrian attack, ...c6 is a poor
move and ...c5 usually needs to be played, in order to give some counterplay and to soften up that al-h8 diagonal. But
inthe Classical, ...c6 istypically an excellent move, as it frees the Queen (which then heads to a5, where it covers €5,
or to c7, whereit indirectly covers €5, or to b6) and also prepares ...b5.We also see White play an early Be3. | tend to
avoid Be3 for White in most openings. And here we see some reasonable Black defences, generally involving an early
...C6, of course. Wesee 1 e4 d6 2 d4 Nf6 3 Nc3 g6 4 Nf3Bg7 5h3 0-0 6 Be3 ¢6. And 1 e4 d6 2 d4 Nf6 3Nc3 g6 4
Nf3 Bg7 5 Be3 c6 6 Qd2 Qab. Here, White is playing the so-called "150 attack,” which became popular after folks
realized that White could survive an early ...Ng4 and thus did not need to play h3 right away.Several authors
recommend the line 1 e4 d6 2 d4 Nf6 3 Nc3 g6 4 Be3 for White. And this book discussesit. Theideaisto splatter
Black if she castlesinto it with 4...Bg7 5 Qe2 0-0. The best move for Black is (you guessed it) 4...c6.Gallagher does
discuss 4 g3 for White. And then we get to the line | play for White. 1 e4 d6 2 d4 Nf6 3 Nc3 g6 4 Bgb. Black can play
4...c6, 4...h6, or 4...Bg7. White'sideaisto play €5, generally preceded by f4, and blast Black off the board. A key
game Gallagher citesis Ulibin versus Himdan, from 2002, which went 1 e4 d6 2 d4 Nf6 3 Nc3 g6 4 Bg5 ¢6 5 Qd2 b5
6 €5 (can White redlly do this?) dxe5 7 dxeb. In the actual game, Black got in trouble by playing the obvious
7...Qxd2+, after 8 Bxd2 Ng4 9 f4. Gallagher suggests 7...Ng4 8 Qxd8+ Kxd8 9 Nf3 Bg7 10 Bf4 Nd7 11 Rd1 Ke8. He
points out that White can now try 12 e6, which | think is better for White, or even 12 Nxb5, which | think is probably
playable for White.Still, if | wereto play 1 ed4 d6 2 d4 Nf6 as Black, this book would not help you much against me.
After 3 Nc3, | would not play 3...g6. | would play either 3...c6 (the Pribyl defence) or 3...e5 (which can transpose into
aline of the Philidor). Neither of these are covered in this book, but | think they ought to be. With White, after 3...c6, |
play 4 f4 Qab 5 Bd3 (I think 5 €5 isreasonable as well). After 3...€5, I'm willing to let Black play that Philidor line
after 4 Nf3. Other options are 4 f4 or 4 dxeb, but | don't like them.The book concludes with a couple of chapters on the
Modern Defence: 1 e4 g6. First, we see White try 2 c4. That'swhat | do! My ideaisto get ¢4 in before | have to play
Nc3 to defend my e-pawn from aKnight on f6. After 1 e4 g6 2 ¢4 Bg7 3 d4 d6 4 Nc3, Black can play 4...Nf6, after
which | am happy to take the White side of aKing's Indian (obviously outside the scope of this book). Black's
aternatives are 4... Nc6, 4...Nd7, and 4...€5, al of which are covered in the book.Of course, it is more normal for
Whitetotry 1 ed4 g6 2 d4 Bg7 3 Nc3, blocking that c-pawn. And now Black can try 3...c5 or 3...c6 instead of 3...d6.
3...c5 gives White a chance to transpose into a Benoni or an Open Sicilian, and the book does not cover it (although |
think it ought to at least mention 3...c5 4 dxcb). But to his credit, Gallagher does cover 3...¢6, the Gurgenidze defence.
He tells about three White ideas. 4 Nf3, 4 f4, and 4 Bc4. Actualy, | think it is aso worth knowing about a couple of
less popular tries for White here, namely 4 Be3 and 4 h3, but Gallagher does not mention these.l thought the section
on the Modern Defence was alittle too short, and | think it failed to get across many of Black's ideas for taking
advantage of her opportunities on the al-h8 diagonal. But in general, | liked this book, and | recommend it.

These books are perfect for enthusiastic chess players who are starting out in the game, and who are seeking to
understand the basic principles behind these important openings: the Pirc/Maodern and the Grunfeld. Both books are
written in a user-friendly style with an abundance of notes, tips and warnings scattered throughout, while key
strategies, ideas, and tactics for both sides are clearly illustrated. The authors of these books are very skilled and
experienced chess writers, who are used to writing for players of al levels and are renowned for their ability to explain
ideasin alucid and straightforward manner.These books will be especially beneficial to those players who have
previously sharpened their chess skills with the earlier books Starting Out in Chess, Tipsfor Young Players and
Improve Y our Opening Play.* User-friendly design to help readers absorb ideas* Concentrates on the fundamental
principles of the openings* Ideal for the improving player

From the Back Coverldeal for those wanting to understand the basics of the Pirc/Modern. The very closely linked Pirc
and Modern Defenses are dynamic systems that are favored by ambitious, counter-attacking players. Black plays very
much in a hypermodern fashion, allowing White to build an unopposed pawn centre with the idea of plotting its
eventual downfall. In this new book, Grandmaster Joe Gallagher goes back to basics, studying the fundamental
principles of the Pirc/Modern and its numerous variations. Throughout the book there are plenty of notes, tips and
warnings to guide the improving player, while important strategies, ideas and tactics for both sides are clearly



illustrated. This book has a user-friendly design to help readers absorb ideas and concentrates on the key principles of
the Pirc and Modern. It isideal for the improving player



