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Nigel Davies : Starting Out: The Modern  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Starting Out: The Modern: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy John RichardsonWide assortment of modern 
variations.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. ExcellentBy Gabriel Adrian RomanelliI like It very Much. 
useful!17 of 17 people found the following review helpful. An Interesting Book but with the Wrong TitleBy Carl 
ArmstrongI have most of the Starting Out Series and they are usually excellent.I also have several books by Nigel 
Davies which are quite good.This current one however should be titled Starting Out: Hippopotamus Transpositions 
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since the title Modern Defence is very misleading in that Davies only examines lines where black plays the customary 
1...g6 2...Bg7 3...d6 and now 4...a6 no matter what white has played leading primarily to Hippopotamus 
transpositions,where black fianchettoes both Bishops and brings his Knights to e7 and d7.Nowhere will you find traces 
of the excellent coverage given in "Starting Out: the Pirc-Modern" by GM Joe Gallagher where he gives all of whites 
main lines as well as blacks.That is the book to get if you want the very latest trends and ideas for both sides. (he gives 
a few Hippopotamus transpositions, but not as a cure all for every situation) Also the excellent "Dangerous Weapons: 
the Pirc Modern" by Palliser, McNab and Vigus with some dynamic and original ideas for both white and black.This 
new book by Davies is strictly limited to blacks point of view only after the moves 1..g6, 2..Bg7, 3..d6,and 4..a6 as a 
cure all for everything white does.I have been playing the Modern Defence for many years and the greatest book ever 
written on it is by GM Ray Keene G.S.Botterell, a hardcover book that came out in 1972.Also the one by Jon 
Speelman Neil McDonald is very good (Everyman Chess series 2000) and an excellent one by David Norwood 
entitled: "Winning with the Modern" (Batsford 1994).But this new one by Nigel Davies is very limited and narrow 
minded, unless you are a real advocate of the Hippopotamus Defence, which is interesting and tough to crack.

Grandmaster Nigel Davies revisits the fundamentals of the Modern Defence, studying in depth the crucial early moves 
and plans for both sides. This book is ideal for up-and-coming players.

...an admirable and up-to-date first primer on this interesting system against 1e4.'British Chess Magazine on 
Alekhine's Defence. 


