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Joe Gallagher : Starting Out: The Caro-Kann (Starting Out - Everyman Chess)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Starting Out: The Caro-Kann (Starting Out - Everyman 
Chess): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good Introduction to the Caro-Kann DefenseBy RLBellThis review 
is counter the misleading review by Farley of October 20,2010.23 of 25 people found the following review helpful. 
Excllent introduction to the Caro-KannBy Brian E. MitchellThis book is a good introduction to the Caro-Kann and 
addresses some of the complaints about earlier books in this series (ie: this book has an index of variations!). One 
drawback is the author is not a Caro-Kann player -- I have not decided if that is net good or net bad. On the positive 
side, it means he wont be chearleading for either side, on the negative I think some enthusiasm may be lost.Like the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1857443039


rest of the series, the writing is quite crisp, and the example games fairly appropriate. The format is the same as in the 
previous games in the series, although the sicilian book in the series has a 'strategy' subtitle for general strategy for 
white and black -- that's not to say this information is missing here, it is simply not provided for in it's own section at 
the end of each variation.One thing i'm not terribly fond of in this book is the statistics section -- I don't find it too 
useful, and anyone with a decent database can generate statistics rather easily (the author used chessbase).Overall, if 
you have looked at a general opening book, and decided the Caro-Kann is something you wish to play, this is an 
excellent first book.16 of 20 people found the following review helpful. wrong choice of authorBy FarleyA poor 
choice of author by Everyman. From the word go Gallagher makes it clear that he hates the Caro-Kann. "I don't play 
the opening with Black and I am a fully paid-up member of a club that doesn't believe in the Caro-Kann strategy." 
Throughout the book you sense the author is hating himself for having to hack it. He also presents games mostly won 
by white and tells you that he didn't show too many black wins because games won by black with this defense 
areboring and drawn-out. He even makes a compelling case for you NOT to use this defense by showing Kasparov 
losing with it.Need I say more?

The Caro-Kann Defence has a well-deserved and established reputation as an incredibly solid and, at the same time, 
dynamic defence to 1 e4. The Caro-Kann appeals to all types of players, but is especially useful to Black players who 
prefer a sound platform on which to build and who are resourceful in both defence and counter-attack. Star players 
who enjoy using the Caro-Kann include Vishy Anand, Michael Adams and the legendary Anatoly Karpov. In this easy-
to-read guide, Grandmaster Joe Gallagher goes back to the basics of the Caro-Kann, studying the key principles of its 
many variations. Throughout the book there is an abundance of notes, tips, warnings, and exercises to help improving 
players, while important strategies, ideas, and tactics for both sides are clearly illustrated.*User-friendly design to help 
readers absorb ideas*Concentrates on the key principles of the Caro-Kann*Ideal for the improving player

From the Back CoverThe Caro-Kann Defense has a well-deserved and established reputation as an incredibly solid 
and, at the same time, dynamic defense to 1 e4. The Caro-Kann appeals to all types of players, but is especially 
popular with black players who prefer a sound platform on which to build, and who are resourceful in both defense 
and counter-attack. Star players who enjoy using the Caro-Kann include Vishy Anand, Michael Adams and the 
legendary Anatoly Karpov. In this easy-to-read guide, Grandmaster Joe Gallagher goes back to the basics of the Caro-
Kann, studying the key principles of its many variations. Throughout the book there are numerous notes, tips, 
warnings and exercises to help the improving player, while important strategies, ideas and tactics for both sides are 
clearly illustrated.User-friendly design to help readers absorb ideasConcentrates on the key principles of the Caro-
KannIdeal for the improving player 


