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Joe Gallagher : Starting Out: King's Indian (Starting Out - Everyman Chess)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Starting Out: King's Indian (Starting Out - Everyman 
Chess): 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. The title of the book is Starting Out and that is what it does..Starts 
you out....By CustomerThis was the first Opening book on a specific opening that I have ever read, and I am very 
happy both with the information in the book and the writing style of the author.If you are just "Starting Out" with the 
King's Indian I do believe that this book is a great way to begin. The explanatory prose is well written and holds your 
attention. There are enough variations for the reader to understand various positions, but not so many variations that 
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the newer player would get lost in a sea of algebraic craziness!Much of the instruction comes from the annotated 
games peppered throughout each section. Gallagher does a great job of not just using games where black wins with the 
King's Indian. There are many losses and draws for the person playing the black pieces in this book.I know that some 
people complain about the Starting Out series and granted at this point I have only read this and the Colle installment 
of the series, but I think these are great books for a person wanting to explore a new opening. For what it is worth, it 
seems to me that people expect these books to automatically make them a master at whatever opening is being 
discussed. That is not the point of the books. They are meant to start a person out down the path of understanding that 
opening. The player then has to practice that opening, analyze games featuring that opening and eventually explore 
books that delve deeper into the opening in question. That is what I have done. After finishing this book I have spent 
the next 3 months practicing the King's Indian against Shredder and analyzing master games where black wins AND 
loses with the King's Indian. I have used Gallagher's book as a reference for my analysis.I highly recommend this book 
if you want to begin to understand and play the King's Indian!22 of 22 people found the following review helpful. 
Good introduction to the King's IndianBy Brian E. MitchellI found this introduction to the King's Indian to be 
excellent. I do not ordinarily play the King's Indian, so I can't compare really say if the variations were complete or 
not, but I feel much more comfortable with the general ideas of the KI now than I was before I read the book.I'm very 
rapidly becoming a fan of the starting out: series from everyman, and can't recommend them highly enough for 
someone who wants a very broad overview of an opening. Once you find what you like, you can get more specialized 
opening books. Drawbacks? The main one is the lack of a variation index. I'd place level of book to be in the 1200-
1600 range, but really suitable for anyone who wants an overview of the main ideas behind the principle variations.12 
of 14 people found the following review helpful. Great book!!By RandyThis book was exactly what I was looking for 
to understand the KID and enjoy at the same time reading. The book is layed out where he explains the ideas of the 
variations to about move 12 and then stops to give you statistics and amount of theory and then gives about 2 or 3 
games, and later in the chapter goes over some subvariations that can arise. Gallagher explains the ideas of the opening 
that I never understood in a simple manner. But this book isn't as simple and beginner-ish as it may sound. For 
instance, I have been playing chess fairly regularly for the past 4 years (but never really played the KID) and I have 
learned a great deal from this book! It is for players who look through MCO or NCO and don't get why Black (or 
White) makes this or that move and/or just don't understand the plan Black or White has in mind. The KID is 
complicated and easy to get lost in, and if you don't have some primer to understand each variation to a descent degree 
as this book gives you then moving on to more advanced KID books will be a waste of money and a headache. 
Anyone can get something out of this book, especially if they have a good working knowledge of chess like what you 
would find in Reaccess your Chess for example (great book too!!). So if don't like playing passive defence as black 
and like aggresive/counterattack play, then buy this book and learn the KID.

The King's Indian is one of the most exciting defences in chess and is favoured by ambitious and aggressive players. 
At the highest level it has been a major weapon for World Champions Bobby Fischer and Garry Kasparov. In this easy-
to-read guide, Grandmaster Joe Gallagher goes back to the basics of the King's Indian, studying the key principles of 
its many variations. Throughout the book there are an abundance of notes, tips, warnings and exercises to help the 
improving player, while important strategies, ideas and tactics for both sides are clearly illustrated.

From the Back CoverThe King's Indian is one of the most exciting defenses in chess and is favored by ambitious and 
aggressive players. At the highest level it has been a major weapon for World Champions Bobby Fischer and Garry 
Kasparov. In this easy-to-read guide, Grandmaster Joe Gallagher goes back to the basics of the King's Indian, studying 
the key principles of its many variations. Throughout the book there are numerous notes, tips, warnings and exercises 
to help the improving player, while important strategies, ideas and tactics for both sides are clearly illustrated. (6 3/4 x 
9 3/4, 176 pages, diagrams) 


