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Paul Lamford : Starting Out in Backgammon  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Starting Out in Backgammon: 

24 of 25 people found the following review helpful. Good introduction to the doubling cubeBy Lee HachadoorianThis 
thin book is packed with useful information. Neural net software has significantly changed the way backgammon is 
played over the last 15 years, and this book incorporates those lessons in an excellent introduction to the 
game.Furthermore, this book is the best introduction to the doubling cube that I have encountered. I grew up playing 
backgammon with my Armenian father. If you are also Armenian, Turkish, or Greek, you may have grown up playing 
backgammon in your family and already have a strong grasp of checker play but a weak grasp of the doubling cube. 
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Other introductory backgammon books may be too simple for you. They may include one chapter on doubling which 
explains *how* to use it, but not how to evaluate a position to decide *when* to use it. And if you try to pick up an 
advanced book (like I did a few years ago before Lamford's book was available), the description of doubling decisions 
presumes so much prior knowledge as to be virtually unintelligible. This book adequately covers doubling theory at a 
beginner to intermediate level. Doubling decisions are kept in mind in every chapter of the book, and common 
reference positions are provided that show exactly when to double and when to take or drop.Finally, the book has great 
reviews of both neural net backgammon software and of online gaming sites. This alone makes most previous 
introductory books obsolete.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great introductory book to the game of 
backgammon.By melodymakerGreat introductory book to the game of backgammon.0 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Very Good.By The BingsVery nice. It does not look or feel cheap, but it does not look or feel like very 
good quality, either. Overall, it is very good, which is more than good enough for a portable thing like this.

Backgammon is the ultimate race game and has been enjoyed around the world for over five thousand years. Although 
the play is highly skilful, the fact that the moves rely on the fall of the dice introduces a large element of luck. In the 
long run the better player will always win, but the beauty of the game is that even a novice can win the odd game 
against a world champion. In this user-friendly introduction to the game, ex-British champion Paul Lamford provides 
newcomers to the game with a thorough grounding in the essentials of play.* Learn Backgammon from scratch or 
brush up on the basics* Numerous hints and tips make the important advice easy to remember.* An ideal first 
Backgammon book for players of all ages 

From the Back CoverBackgammon is the ultimate race game and has been enjoyed around the world for over five 
thousand years. Although the play is highly skilful, the fact that the moves rely on the fall of the dice introduces a 
large element of luck. In the long run the better player will always win, but the beauty of the game is that even a 
novice can win the odd game against a world champion. In this user-friendly introduction to the game, ex-British 
champion Paul Lamford provides newcomers to the game with a thorough grounding in the essentials of play. (6 3/4 x 
9 1/2, 128 pages, diagrams) 


