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From Washington Robert E Karen David : Sport, Power, and Society: Institutionsand Practices. A Reader
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sport, Power, and
Society: Institutions and Practices: A Reader:

This comprehensive collection examines the culture of sport and its relationship with various socia institutions. The
editorsfirst provide a broad overview of the field and describe the ways in which the concept of sport as a meritocratic
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contest is undermined by the powerful social structures within which it is embedded. Sections focus on political
economy, violence, the media, education, palitics, fans and community, and the body. Primary readings from noted
scholars in each section address current issues such as the presence of big-time sportsin educational institutions; the
effects of corporate media; race and class relations; professional athletes? ties to politics; and how sports alter
perceptions and practices regarding beauty and health. In addition, entertaining and provocative essays from
journalists supplement academic readings and spotlight key issues. Section introductions from the editors connect the
readings to a theoretical framework that explores the perspectives of new institutionalism, cultural hegemony, social
capital, and symboalic interaction and cultural construction. Providing a cohesive foundation for awide range of
readings, Sport, Power, and Society is a must-have resource for understanding the current issues and debates
surrounding the interactions of sport and society.

Bob Washington and David Karen's Sport, Power, and Society: Institutions and Practices is an invaluable addition to
the literature covering so many of the current controversiesin sports, including the political economy of pro sports,
sportsin the media, sportsin education, and, of course, sportsin palitics. It includes a variety of points of view on all
sport subjects, concluding with sections on the fans and community in sport, violence and injuries, and body culture,
which make fascinating reading. It is a compelling anthology of articles from our best writers on this subject. | highly
recommend it.Richard Lapchick, Chair of DeVos Sport Business Management Program and Director, Institute for
Diversity and Ethicsin Sport



