
(Free pdf) Spaceships: An Illustrated History of the Real and the Imagined

Spaceships: An Illustrated History of the Real and the Imagined

Ron Miller 
*Download PDF | ePub | DOC | audiobook | ebooks

#88190 in Books Smithsonian Books 2016-10-18 2016-10-18Original language:EnglishPDF # 1 11.30 x 
1.00 x 10.20l, .0 #File Name: 1588345777256 pagesSmithsonian Books | File size: 69.Mb

Ron Miller : Spaceships: An Illustrated History of the Real and the Imagined  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Spaceships: An Illustrated History of the Real and the 
Imagined: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. The text isn't just secondary to the pictures and greatly adds to the 
enjoyment of the bookBy Frank HenriquezRon Miller's book is really a treat; not only is it packed with clear images 
(where possible) the new digital artwork for some of the spaceships adds a modern view of the subjects. The text isn't 
just secondary to the pictures and greatly adds to the enjoyment of the book.As a model builder, I found the book to be 
a good companion to Jack Hagerty and Jon Rogers "The Spaceship Handbook", which has excellent dimensional 
drawings for many of the spaceships but maybe lacks the range and depth of images in "Spaceships: An Illustrated 
History of the Real and the Imagined"."Spaceships" is also a good companion to Ron Miller's encyclopedic "the 
Dream Machines"The only drawback to this new book is that some of the text is hard to read - small text on faint gray 
lines - at times it feels like a Captcha.I received a copy of the book in exchange for a picture of one of my models on 
page 99. I bought a second copy to give as a gift.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. I would really like 
to have given this book five starsBy Daniel WaltimireI would really like to have given this book five stars, because it 
is visually spectacular and loaded with wonderful information. Unfortunately it is physically difficult to read in places 
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(small light print on a colored background), and it contains a surprising number of errors. My copy came with an errata 
sheet, but they still missed a few (e.g. Redstone was not an ICBM and Salute was not simply two Soyuz vehicles 
joined together). That said, I still greatly enjoyed the book and certainly do not regret my purchase.3 of 3 people found 
the following review helpful. Best and most beautiful book on the subject of spaceshipsBy Lee E. StatonI highly 
recommend this book if you love spaceships! This book was a Christmas gift from my wife.The book is hefty with a 
gorgeous cover and the best interior design I've seen for this type of book. It is packed with information and crystal 
clear photos and illustrations. But it is far more than a pretty coffee table book. The history of spaceships covered in its 
chapters ranges from vehicles from fiction of old to today's governmental and commercial space vehicles. It even 
covers future Mars craft. The text manages to stay as interesting as the images, which is quite a feat. It is full of 
fascinating facts and history, providing a feel for the people who developed these craft. The book's text creates a 
tapestry that somehow pulls it all together. I'm looking forward to spending time with it over my holidays. Fabulous 
book for the price, too!

How have actual spaceships influenced the design of fictional ones like the Millenium Falcon and the Starship 
Enterprise? Did a fiction series in Collier's magazine really inspire us to create real-life space stations like Mir and the 
ISS? How have our depictions of space travel developed as the reality of space travel changed? In his new book 
Spaceships: An Illustrated History of the Real and the Imagined, Ron Miller shows that when it comes to manned 
spacecraft, art actually does imitate life and, even more bizarrely, life imitates art. In fact, astronautics owes its origins 
to art. Long before engineers and scientists took the possibility of spaceflight seriously, virtually all of its aspects had 
been explored in art and literature. Miller takes readers on a visual journey through the history of the spaceship both in 
our collective imagination and in reality. The vivid illustrations trace the spaceship through its conception, 
engineering, and building, from the practical origins of spaceflight in the wartime V-2 rocket to future Mars programs. 
They also chart, in exquisite detail, the ubiquity of spaceships in the golden age of space travel (1950s and '60s) plus 
their broad influence in popular art, television, film, and literature. Spaceships reminds us of the romance of manned 
space travel as it has been, as we imagined it could be, and as it may be in the future.

BOOKLISTSpace really is our final frontier, and mankind has been figuring out how to get there for a long, long time. 
With this new book, Smithsonian has published a heavily illustrated (the only pages without illustrations are the 
index!) compendium of all things related to human space flight. Combining actual history with speculation and 
viewing it from a very international perspective, Miller's book does an excellent job of presenting the topic from our 
collective imagination (Star Trek, Star Wars, and Buck Rogers) as well as from reality (Apollo, Mir Space Station, and 
the space shuttle). It will be enjoyed equally by history buffs, science-fiction fans, and scientists.CHOICEMiller's new 
work is a beautiful picture book of real spacecraft, spacecraft currently under development, and other spacecraft that 
have been imagined or presented in literature, film, and other forms of art. The book follows a chronological order 
with developmentbeginning with the dreamers, dating back to Copernicus and Galileo, and continuing all the way 
through future missions that have yet to take flight. Along with real spacecraft, Miller mixes in imaginary visions 
conceived by the likes of Jules Verne, Walt Disney, and Gene Roddenberry. The book includes many obscure 
drawings, photographs, and sketches from a wide variety of individuals; these show how the visionaries that created 
these images helped influence the scientists and engineers who play significant roles in developing actual spacecraft. 
Overall, this book is appropriate for a general audience, especially those individuals interested in spaceships. This 
book has the potential to influence the next generation of rocket scientists.About the AuthorRON MILLER is an artist 
and author who specializes in writing and illustrating books on astronomy, astronautics, and science fiction. He has 
served on the faculty at the International Space University, as contributing editor for Air Space/Smithsonian magazine, 
and as art director for the Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum's Albert Einstein Planetarium. 


