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Raobin Totton : Song of the Outcasts: An Introduction to Flamenco Hardcover with CD before purchasing it in
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Song of the Outcasts: An Introduction to
Flamenco Hardcover with CD:

13 of 13 people found the following review helpful. An introductory course in flamenco appreciationBy
PenumbraFlamenco is al about the song and, outside Andalusia, the song is often the least understood or enjoyed part
of aflamenco performance. With true flamenco, the guitarist exists to support the song; the dancer is there to
physically express the song. In flamenco the song is paramount.In "Song of the Outcasts' Robin Totton has put
together an excellent introduction to flamenco for English speaking audiences. He has studied his subject and takes the
time to clearly explain the history and significance of the various forms, and the roles of the performers. Best of al,
thereis a CD attached to the inside back cover that aurally illustrates what the author is talking about when he refersto
various techniques and styles.Chapters include: The Song, The Dance, The Guitar and Its Music, The Song Forms,
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Where is Flamenco Heading, Who Are the Gypsies of Andalusia?, and a nice Glossary of terms.For those who enjoy a
flamenco performance but don't know much about the art, this book is like taking a Learning Annex coursein
Flamenco 101. Y ou won't learn to sing, dance or play the guitar - but you will come away with a greater understanding
of, and appreciation for, those who do.Recommendeds5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Knowledge
That Opens the EarsBy Dr. Debra Jan Bibel With so few books on flamenco in English, we are fortunate to have Robin
Totton's, for it is excellent in itsinsights and survey of flamenco's many forms, palos. A musician and scholar, he
probes in turn the song, the dance, and the role and style of the guitar. He explains what makes a great rendition of
each contributor. He clarifies the divergence in rhythmic accents of cantaor and guitarist in, for instance, the sole,
which had long challenged my grasp. Totton's observations on Spanish gypsy, or Cal, culture support our
understanding of this powerful art form. We learn not to focus on the melody but on the words, the emotions, and the
rhythm. Asin classical music's leider or art song, the artist's emphasis on the songs poemsis key to afine
performance. A glossary, including gypsy words, in included. We are also treated to a CD of 76 minutes that provide
examples of the various palos. Most are recorded and discussed by the author and the sound is very good. He
incorporates historical aspects of the music and the gypsies themselves. Photographs of performers also enhance this
study. Thus, the book is awonderful and worthwhile "introduction.” But it is so thorough that | wonder what an
advance book would be! If you listen to flamenco and wish to know more, find and buy this book. It will open your
ears.14 of 14 people found the following review helpful. CD and Book combination excellent introduction to
FlamencoBYy LauraH. DivineyThe combination of book and CD gives the student of Flamenco an excellent
introduction to this artform. The CD covers awide variety of categories and interpretations of the music born of
unique roots and influences. The book not only describes the history of Flamenco songs, dance and personalities, but
detail s the musicology. By setting the artform in its social, political, economic, geographic, religious and

psychological context, the selections on the cd take the listener to a deeper understanding of arare (and becoming
rarer) expression of the human spirit.l enjoy this product very much and have shared it with others.

Flamenco has taken the world by storm, with huge crowds experiencing its power. Ironically, though, if the
performance is authentic - and much in the tourist trade is not - the uninitiated may find it baffling; the rhythms are
exotic and strange, the intensity of feeling startling. Y et for the Andalusians, flamenco has been familiar for a
thousand years: it is the song of the outcasts. Robin Totton writes from his life among them, for he has come as close
to flamenco as any outsider can hope to. Readers will follow as he walks us through the poetic song forms, the
rhythmic guitar and the flamboyant dance, as well as the vocabulary, names and places of living art of flamenco. Item
#00331637 is a paperback edition with an accompanying CD.

About the AuthorRobin Totton livesin England and Spain, where he has been exploring flamenco for nearly a decade.
He has published a guide to Andalusia and is British correspondent for the flamenco magazine El Olivo. A scholar and
teacher of broad interests, he holds degrees from Oxford, has studied at the Sorbonne and Colegio de Espaa,
Salamanca, and has taught in Britain and France. Totton has played variously guitar and viola, aswell assinging in
Michael Tippett's Morley College Choir, Oxford University Operatic Society, Choeur Philharmonique de Paris, and
the Sorbonne choir.



