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Richard A Quantz : Sociocultural Studies in Education: Critical Thinking for Democracy  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sociocultural Studies in Education: Critical 
Thinking for Democracy: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Somewhat Limited Use, but Does it Really WellBy RyanRequired 
for some diversity and multiculturalism courses in the education field. This book is a series of essays about text 
analysis and the ideology behind education in American society. It's a great tool for fueling discussions about social 
norms, rhetoric, and political motivations. It teaches students how to determine the quality of arguments in texts as 
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well. The downside is that the book is very American-centric and likely doesn't make much sense when applied to 
education systems in other countries. It also tackles subject matter that is difficult for many students to understand 
right away, so this is a book that needs to be talked about in class and not simply read as homework. Great for seminar 
but poor for lecture.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Pretty dense reading materialBy William J.Pretty 
dense reading material. The author examines many sides of the issues but has a clear and easily identified bias.2 of 2 
people found the following review helpful. needs free pdfBy ChrisRequired by a college course, merely a money 
grabbing scheme

Sociocultural Studies in Education: Critical Thinking for Democracy fills a void in the education of educators and 
citizens in a democracy. It explores some of the fundamentals around which disagreements in education arise. It 
presents a process with which those new to these debates can understand often confusing and entwined sets of facts 
and logics. This book leads the reader through some general concepts and intellectual skills that provide the basis for 
making sense out of the debates around public education in a democracy. This book can be seen as a primer on how to 
read texts about education. It acknowledges that good teachers must be not only trained to teach, but also educated 
about education. It presents the various themes and currents found within the arguments and narratives that people use 
to represent public education. It assumes that the more those interested in education know about how to see through 
the rhetoric, the better they will be at discerning whose interests are served by which texts. 

This book provides a much-needed critical examination of the sociocultural studies in education. Quantzs rationale 
goes well beyond the analysis of educational philosophies and ideologies in education by placing the foci within the 
dynamics of ideological production that change the way we think about education and provoke highly engaging 
transformative work. An enormously significant work for community activists and teachers. Joo Paraskeva, University 
of MassachusettsDartmouth Quantzs text should become a core part of any undergraduates general education program, 
regardless of major, as well as an integral part of teacher education programs across the country. Each chapter 
illuminates complex issues present in the institution of public education and the ways in which we choose to read and 
understand these issues. This text provides the reader with both theory and practice as it offers a way to read the world 
of education by analyzing, interpreting, and critiquing texts about education. In the project of democratizing education, 
this book is necessary as a way to make the reader think about the state of public education, as a lens through which to 
read about education, and as a tool to question the all-too-common rhetoric around the world of education. Kimberly 
Haverkos, Thomas More College I have seen my students become better, more critical writers and, especially, more 
critical readers after engaging with Richard Quantzs text. And just as importantly, my students have a much clearer 
vision of, and language for, education in and for democracy. This, I think, is the truest power of Quantzs bookit helps 
my students understand a fuller range of possibilities as citizens and (for those who plan to teach) as teachers who can 
make democracy reality. Kevin M. Talbert, The College of Idaho About the AuthorRichard A. Quantz is professor of 
Social Foundations of Education at Miami University, Ohio, and author of Rituals and Student Identity in Education: 
Ritual Critique for a New Pedagogy (2011). 


