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Gennady Nesis: Khalifman: Lifeand Games (Everyman Chess) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or
not it would be worth my time, and al praised Khalifman: Life and Games (Everyman Chess):

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. This book was very boring to readBy SeanThis book was very
boring to read. It did not make the topic very exciting to read. However this book can help you out in other ways | had
aparty at my house and this book was sitting on my coffee table. Lots of the women at my party were looking at the
book. They thought | was smart because this book was at my house. It led to more interesting conversations with
women. So | would get this book to make new friends. | can give the book 2 stars.Also, | gave the book to my nephew
and he used it as a coloring book. It worked out okay.| just wasted two seconds of your time. (5 secondsif you are


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1857442121

reading what is written between the parenthesis)5 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Nesis on
KhalifmanBy A.J. Goldsby IBefore | say anything else, | think | should tell you that | am pretty much a " professional”
chess player. (1 teach chess on the Internet, build web pages about chess, etc.) | also often seek input and advice from
my students about the books | review. | do not believe - as a Chess Master - that my views, desires, and needs for a
chess book would be the same as the average player. Therefore | often feel it necessary to ask students what they
thought of a book in order to get a more balanced approach.Thisis a book that would have probably never seen the
light of day, except for one very fortuitous event ... in 1999 GM Alexander Khalifman won the (FIDE) knock-out
event to become the 14th World Champion. This book iswritten by Khalifman's trainer of 17 years - with input from
the World Champion himself.Personally - | liked this book quite abit. | enjoyed reading the story of Khalifman'srise
as aplayer, and how he became a Master, a GM and how he eventually became the World Champion. (Although at
times the proseisabit dry.)On page # 36 we are given an extremely interesting battle between the protagonist of this
book, and GM Tseshkovsky. We are given the story leading up to this game, and the events of the times, as they
swirled around both players. But the problem is that the game is completely UN-annotated, we don't even get asingle
exclam or question mark to guide us. Trying to figure out exactly what the losing move was proved to be an
EXTREMELY vexing task for two of my {former} students. | also think thisis an example of lazy writing, the author
should have taken another few hours and provided at |east some light notes to this game. (Trying to interpret a difficult
game like thisis nearly an impossible task for a player rated 1600, or below.)l could go on and on - provide you with
many more examples - but | would be belaboring an obvious point. Suffice it to say that most of the games are only
LIGHTLY annotated, especialy in the early part of the book. (Example: Game # 14, page # 43. We are given the first
six moves of the game vs. Ulybin, and then told: "The Chatard-Alekhine is aformidable weapon in the hands of an
aggressive player." Whiletrue, thisis stating the obvious. It would have been more useful to discuss what some of the
general ideas are, the methods of attack White might employ, or how current opening theory regards this whole
system. The gameis very snappy and attractive, however.)Probably my favorite game of the whole book is the one
versus GM Ermenkov from Elenite, 1994. (Game # 44, page # 76.) White sacrifices his Queen, or more correctly
allowsit to be trapped. All he getsfor the lady isalone Rook - which is normally not nearly enough. Then at the end
of the game he even returns the Rook to press home his advantage. To say that this gameis brilliant would be the
under-statement of the year!In closing, | would like to say that there is much "meat" in this book. Dozens of games,
many of which do not seem to bein all the databases. Thereisalot of reading to do, any big fan of Khalifman should
be quite happy.I thoroughly enjoyed this book ... but many of my students found it avery, very tough sled. | would
NOT recommend this book to beginners. The average player who is looking for abook that will teach him about chess
should also probably skip this book. The chess connoisseur, who enjoys well-annotated games, should not purchase
this book aswell. | also fedl - very strongly - that lazy players, who cannot force themselves to work hard, would not
enjoy this particular book at all.\Who should buy this book? Obviously all the fans and faithful followers of this player
should acquire this volume. Plus | think any player who is looking for a{modern} GM to model themselves after, a
player who is “soundly aggressive' if you will ... will also greatly enjoy this book. Any player who islooking to
SERIOUSLY sharpen his tactics would also find a great deal of material here to chew on. In the end, you often get out
of achess book as much asyou are willing to put into it. For the few who can commit to areal labor of love, then |
think you will enjoy the life and games of Alexander Khalifman. (But it may not be for everyone!)4 of 9 people found
the following review helpful. How to studyBy A CustomerAccording to Shereshevsky (author of 'The Soviet Chess
Conveyor', 'Endgame Strategy', and '‘Mastering the Endgame Vol 12) the best way to study any game collectionisto
go over thefirst 5 gamesto get afeel for the style. After that you need to cover up the moves, play a guessing game of
all Khalifman's moves by covering up the page. At the end of the game, write a sentence or two describing the struggle
you saw in a notebook (or computer). For instance "White delayed the development of the queenside knight until Black
had committed to d5'. There is lots of work to be done, but the best trainers have all indicated there is no substitute to
hard work. Good luck.PS If you can get Shereshevsky's and all of Dvoretsky's work you will have a chess library
anyone would be proud to own.

This book provides an inside account of Khalifman's life and chess career, describing his emergence from promising
junior to FIDE World Champion.

From the Back CoverThe 1999 World Championship in Las Vegas produced a surprise winner - after amonth-long
battle, the Russian grandmaster Alexander Khalifman emerged from this grueling knock-out event to become the 14th
FIDE World Champion. Alexander Khalifman has been competing in the higher echelons of world chess for many
years. Heis a player with a broad opening repertoire and a distinctive style, one of his favorite stratagems being the
sacrifice of material for long-term positional compensation. A former European Junior Champion and a winner of
numerous Russian and international tournaments, he has recently founded a grandmaster chess school in his native St.
Petersburg. (6 3/4 x 9 3/4, 208 pages, diagrams)



