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Tibor Karolyi : Karpov's Strategic Wins: The Making Of A Champion 1961-1985 (Volume 1)  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Karpov's Strategic Wins: The Making Of 
A Champion 1961-1985 (Volume 1): 

24 of 24 people found the following review helpful. Great new chess books!By Lawrence S. TamarkinThe last really 
great book to explain Karpov's way of playing was, "How Karpov Wins", by Grandmaster Edmar Mednis, 
(1975/1994). GM Mednis has passed away but this book lives on as possibly his most educational. Now comes along 
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Two new books on Karpov's Play, "Karpovs Strategic Wins 1 - 1961-1985", 458 p.p. Quality Chess (2011). "Karpov's 
Strategic Wins 2 - 1986-2010, 576 (!) p.p. Quality Chess (2011). Like the Mednis book, these two volumes by the very 
experienced International Master, Tibor Krolyi (Who also wrote two fantastic volumes on Gary Kasparov, and another 
good book about Judit Polgar, among others), was well worth waiting for - Superbly indexed, with detailed indexes, 
and many statistics (Including how Karpov's opponent's did against other world champions), is included in the two 
volumes. Of course the most important thing is how well the games are annotated explained - Here again I was thrilled 
to see a fine blend of deep analysis (where necessary), and verbal explanation that rival's Mednis' earlier work. If you 
are a chess player with an understanding of the game between experienced beginner, and advanced amateur, and you 
desire to become a master-level player, then you cannot make a better choice then these two volumes - And even if 
you don't progress much in your chess ability from reading them, you will come away with hundreds of hours of 
enjoyment and learning about the play of one of the 3 greatest World Champions since 1972.3 of 3 people found the 
following review helpful. GreatBy CustomerGreat book, I only been playing for about a year now, but Karpov is truly 
a chess master, to read and play through the games of such a great player and watch how he came to rise as one of the 
greatest players ever. 1. Im a Karpov fan 2. The book has a wealth of positional games which like, say Attacking the 
king or Bishop on the long diagonal and fixing a weakness I think 150 games all together.3. This is a book I love to sit 
with a board and just play through the games, true it doesn't have an opening index but as you learn more about chess 
you'll know what a Ruy Lopez or a Karo Cann is. It's page after page year after year from 61 to 85 of some of 
Karpov's many and brilliant games from when he was young to when he started slowly squeezing his opponents to 
death in typical Karpovian style.10 of 11 people found the following review helpful. Magnificent Collection (time for 
me to accept it!)By SIt's time for me to accept just how incredible Karpov was. The man was a GIANT. But I never 
gave him a chance . . . probably because it felt as if I was betraying Bobby Fischer (and Capitalism) in some way if I 
admired any of Karpov's achievements.But it's time I let that go.This collection is absolutely extraordinary. Combined 
with its second volume, it now holds a prime and cherished spot on my chess table.It's so easy to dismiss Karpov. 
Handed the world title ... then losing it to Kasparov ... and who can compete with Fischer and with Kasparov?! And so 
we pass over Karpov. Or so I did, anyhow.But look at the facts. The guy was a MONSTER of a chess player. He 
dominated the world for a good long while and was indisputably the world's greatest tournament player ever. He won 
more Chess Oscars than any other player but Kasparov. (And consider his record against Kasparov. Sure, Kasparov 
won more games . . . But not many! Kasparov was only +30 -23 =134 against him, and the bulk of those seven extra 
wins -- over the course of their entire careers! -- came after Karpov had peaked and was getting older. Imagine not 
only winning 23 games against the greatest player of all time, but also of drawing 134 games against him!)This 
collection is especially great because it focuses on the most shining of Karpov's strengths: his absolute supreme 
positional mastery. The games in this collection are gorgeous and elegant in their precise logic and execution. Plenty 
of tactics, though most are behind the scenes, as it were, in the annotations. But the real glory of these games is the 
immaculate precision Karpov brought to the game.I would count Karpov in the top 3 of all time. And to be honest ... 
much as it pains me to say so ... I might even place him ahead of Fischer at this point.He was that good.

Anatoly Karpov is one of the chess worlds greatest World Champions, with his prime strength being his subtle 
maneuvering and positional play. Many of his opponents have been baffled by the profundity of his strategies, but here 
Karolyi explains Karpovs genius.This volume features Karpovs most entertaining and instructive strategic wins from 
1961-1985 as the Russian star proved he was a worthy successor to Bobby Fischers title. The book starts with Karpov 
as a precocious youngster and tells the story of the making of a champion.

It was a colossal undertaking and Karolyi spent several years studying his protagonist. He delivers a fascinating 
account of Karpovs skills.GM Lubomir Kavalek, Huffington PostKarpovs Strategic Wins Volume 1 is not only a 
tribute to Karpovs strategic brilliance, it is also a fine instructive work... Many of the notes that Karolyi offers will be 
of great benefit to amateur players as well as professionals... Wonderful prose like this makes the book special... 
Karpovs Strategic Wins Volume 1 belongs in every chess players library. Highly Recommended.IM John Donaldson, 
jeremysilman.com 


