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Kaiso, a term of praise that is the calypso equivalent of bravo, is a fitting title for this definitive and celebratory 
collection of writings by and about Katherine Dunham, the legendary African American dancer, choreographer, 
anthropologist, and social activist. Originally produced in the 1970s, this is a newly revised and much expanded 
edition that includes recent scholarly articles, Dunhams essays on dance and anthropology, press reviews, interviews, 
and chapters from Dunhams unpublished volume of memoirs, Minefields. With nearly a hundred selections by dozens 
of authors, Kaiso! provides invaluable insight into the life and work of this pioneering anthropologist and performer 
and is certain to become an essential resource for scholars and general readers interested in social anthropology, dance 
history, African American studies, or Katherine Dunham herself.

From Publishers WeeklyKatherine Dunham, a legendary artist at 96, has traveled the world as a dancer, founded 
several dance companies and schools, pioneered the discipline of dance anthropology, developed a unique movement 
technique, fought segregation, and written short stories and nonfiction. The many facets of her creative life are 
illuminated in this anthology of essays, interviews, programs, reviews, photographs, short stories and autobiographical 
material. Some of the most compelling entries are written by Dunham herself, including excerpts from her unpublished 
memoir, "Minefields," which describes her development as an artist and her struggles against racism, poverty and 
debilitating arthritis. As glamorous as she was talented, Dunham rubbed shoulders with Igor Stravinsky, George 
Balanchine (in the groundbreaking Broadway musical Cabin in the Sky) and Langston Hughes, yet was equally 
enthralled by the Afro-Caribbean dancers she studied. The myriad achievements of Dunham, whose dance company 
was one of the first African-American troupes to tour internationally, and the efforts to preserve her legacy are 
examined by an illustrious list of dancers, critics and scholars. Clark and Johnson, both academics at the University of 
California, have assembled an informative and entertaining resource. (Mar. 1) Copyright Reed Business Information, a 
division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From Booklist*Starred * Katherine Dunham is polymorphous: a 
trailblazing dancer, choreographer, anthropologist, educator, and activist. Dunham describes her origins as 
polygenetic: her mother's French Canadian family included European, Russian Jewish, Indian, and black relatives, 
whereas her father traced his roots to Madagascar. By inheritance and inclination, Dunham's life has been creative, 
cosmopolitan, and complex. Born in Chicago in 1909, Dunham navigated a difficult childhood, earned her PhD in 
anthropology at the University of Chicago, and secured fellowships to study Caribbean dance. She founded one of the 
first African American ballet companies, which toured all over the world, and she collaborated with George 
Balanchine. Dunham's many endeavors and attributes are discerningly displayed and interpreted in this generous and 
dazzling collection. Here are excerpts from Dunham's elegantly composed books; her brilliant manifestos on the 
communal, aesthetic, and spiritual dimensions of dance; and electrifying, never-before-published swathes of 
autobiography. Interviews and essays by critics and scholars explicate Dunham's highly influential work and social 
activism. Kaiso!, a calypsonian expression of admiration, perfectly captures the enthusiasm and gratitude readers will 
feel as they immerse themselves in all things Dunham. Donna SeamanCopyright American Library Association. All 
rights reserved The revision of Kaiso!, a unique compendium devoted to the work of Katherine Dunham, fills a 
significant lacuna in dance scholarship by providing a multifaceted portrait of a major figure in American and world 
dance.Richard A. Long, author of The Black Tradition in American DanceKaiso! will stand alone as a document of 
Dunhams achievements over many years.Thomas F. DeFrantz, editor of Dancing Many Drums: Excavations in 
African American Dance 


