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Miguel A. Sanchez, Foreword by Andy Soltis : Jose Raul Capablanca: A Chess Biography  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Jose Raul Capablanca: A Chess Biography: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Simply the best!!!By Marcel M.This book is simply a masterpiece 
and what I consider to be the most complete book ever written regarding the cuban genius. The amount of work put 
together here by the author is simply unsurmountable . I was born in cuba and lived there until i was 17 years old and i 
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had no idea about a lot of what is discussed in the book, from capa's health issues to all the chess history in cuba 
before the so called cuban revolution. Whoever is a fan of capablanca ( i assume most chess players are!!) MUST read 
this book. There's a ton of new info ( i would venture to say i was learning new things regarding capa and his life and 
surroundings for about 80% of the book, and know that i have devoured most of books regarding capa out there!! ) 
highly recommended! Great job!! I feel like now i really know capa!! Every history and chess buff should purchase 
this book snd start reading it!Marcel Martinez US National High School Champion 98' and US National Junior 
Champion 99'12 of 13 people found the following review helpful. I really enjoyed Miguel ABy CustomerI really 
enjoyed Miguel A. Sanchez' biography of Capablanca. This is the first time that someone has researched his family 
ancestry which goes back for almost two centuries. And, if you are like me, a lover of chess history but not necessarily 
interested in the game's annotations (there are about two hundred games annotated in this work), then this is the book 
you are looking for. For many years I, like many chess fans, was intrigued by Capa's participation in San Sebastian 
1911. After reading the book I finally got the answer. This is an excellent book that is not just a copy and paste of 
games, notes or articles but a heavily researched biography. I especially liked the chapters on the championship 
matches of 1921 and 1927 with a lot of new information. Some of the cartoons are extraordinary and never published 
in a book or on a web site before. The advertisement of Capablanca promoting beer was one of those surprise elements 
of the book. But Capa, despite potentially making money for the advertisement, ordered it canceled and it appeared 
only once. The reason? He had written his son not to drink! This book could be a great movie - Andy Garcia, maybe. 
Congratulations to Miguel Sanchez! Angelo Cincotta October 11, 20157 of 8 people found the following review 
helpful. Capablanca The Chess Machine.By Salvatore GrassoThis would have to be the best book on Capablanca. His 
biography done by Miguel A. Sanchez is excellent. It covers everything from his birth right up to when he passed 
away. I never knew Capablanca had high blood pressure problems throughout his life. Naturally this hereditary 
problem affected his amazing chess skills. If Capa never had very high blood pressure in his life I believe he would 
never be beat.The book is a hardcover copy, very strong and durable, pages are sewn in and clear text, this book will 
last a lifetime. It has 553 pages with plenty of photos, games, Capa's hobbies and a lot more.If your a Capa fan then 
this book is for you. Capablanca the greatest chess genius of all time.

This is the most complete and thorough biography of Jose Raul Capablanca, one of the greatest players in the history 
of chess. Beginning with his family background, birth, childhood and introduction to the game in Cuba, it examines 
his life and play as a young man; follows his evolution as a player and rise to prominence, first as challenger and then 
world champion; his loss of the title to Alekhine and his efforts to recapture the championship in the last years of his 
too-short life. What emerges is a portrait of a complex man with far-ranging interests and concerns, in stark contrast to 
his robotic reputation as "the chess machine." Meticulously researched, utilizing many sources available only in 
Capablanca's home country, it puts truth to legend regarding a man who stood astride the chess world in of its most 
dynamic and dramatic eras. Numerous games and diagrams complement the text, as do a wealth of photographs.

"even the most ardent Capa fan will learn something new from Sanchez's very readable book"--Chess Life; 
"meticulously researched...a welcome addition...first rate...highly recommended"--IM John Donaldson 
(JeremySilman.com); "amazing...substantial research...a nice addition to any chess library"--Huffington Post; "a 
luxurious work and a true labor of love...remarkable and well-researched"--Chess News; "the elegant volume is both a 
biography, a manual of history and an excellent collection of annotated games"--Que Pasa en Venezuela.From the 
Inside FlapThis is the definitive biography of Jose Raul Capablanca, one of the greatest players in the history of chess. 
Beginning with his family background, birth, childhood and introduction to the game in Cuba, it examines his life and 
play as a young man; follows his evolution as a player and rise to prominence, first as challenger and then world 
champion; his loss of the title to Alekhine and his efforts to recapture the championship in the last years of his too-
short life. What emerges is a portrait of a complex man with far-ranging interests and concerns, in stark contrast to his 
robotic reputation as "the chess machine." Meticulously researched, utilizing many sources available only in 
Capablanca's home country, it puts truth to legend regarding a man who stood astride the chess world in of its most 
dynamic and dramatic eras. Numerous games and diagrams complement the text, as do a wealth of photographs.About 
the AuthorMiguel A. Sanchez, a journalist and historian in Cuba, also wrote several other books about Cuban 
contemporary history. He lives in Bayside, New York. 


