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12 of 12 people found the following review helpful. Excellent, but "Be Prepared"By David C. MaloneThis is an 
excellent source of study that breaks down thinking ideas into groups, such as "Reciprocal Thinking" (or reversing the 
move order). The diagrams in each section actually follow the recommended thinking strategy of the section which is 
good. Most positions are from recent (the last 20-30 years) GM/IM games. The study material is original and not "re-
hashed" from earlier study guides, as least not as far as I can tell. Let me put up a BIG warning, however. I am a solid 
Class B player in the USCF and this book is torturously difficult. The problems are rated level 0-5, of which the first 8 
in the book are all "Level 0". I believe I solved one of the 8 correctly, and this was by no rushed analysis. I would 
highly recommend that you do not buy this book unless you are:A. At least Class A USCF. (Yes I am Class B but have 
a penchant for self-torture I suppose)B. Very talented and progressing at chess REALLY fast.C. VERY serious about 
this game.D. All of the above."Good luck in the black and white jungle" (Kasparov).3 of 4 people found the following 
review helpful. Excellent book but no kindle version yet?By caliche2010This is a truly impressive book on tactics, the 
author collected a great series of puzzles that will seriously challenge you, and will help you develop your creativity. It 
is true, the puzzles are really hard (at least most of them), but in my opinion they will teach you a lot more than 
solving conventional, easier puzzles. The author arranged them according to what he believes are the underlying 
thinking processes, which is a nice plus that might even help you develop a more organize tactical thinking.So far so 
good, what I really cannot understand is why 10 years after the paperback edition there is not kindle version of this 
book yet, to me this is incomprehensible, the author's other book "Critical Moments in Chess" (also very good) was 
already published for kindle but not this one, which is in my opinion this author's best seller.... Right now there are a 
few sellers here on trying to take advantage the book is out of print, asking for over $100 and even over $300 for their 
paperback copies!!! What is Batsford waiting for? This is a great book, how come there is no kindle version yet? 
Batsford wake up!5 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Yes, other reviewers' point are right, it is a very 
advanced book!!!By Wan Koon YatI love to solve problems, so I bought a lot of books on combinations, tactics etc. 
For some classics, like " combinative motifs ", I even bought two. One use as exercises ( I think most reader would do 
the same, after finishing one question, one would take it ). The second book for collection. Today I receive with thrill 
to this book, but on seeing those questions, I only manage to solve one or two without *!!! I have already finished John 
Nunn's Learn chess tactics, about two third of those two stars questions of " Sharpen your tactics". I think the name of 
this book should be called, "tactics, stretgy or puzzles for advanced players!!! But I still give it 5 stars for author's 
enthusiasm.Also, I think I should work harder!!!

There is much published on chess tactics, strategy, openings and endings, but little on training the brain to think and 
evaluate. This book is dedicated to that task and provides numerous positions that encourage independent and original 
problem solving.


