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William C. Davis : Illustrated Directory of the Old West  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Illustrated Directory of the Old West: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. BEST REFERENCE ON OLD WEST EVER!!!By Victor 
LazloEverything you ever wanted to learn about the Old West packed into one small, single volume!!! This is the 
DEFINITE ULTIMATE book on anyone wishing to pursue this subject to the maximum!! Author William C Davis 
has done an outstanding job in compiling this great work: the book profoundly covers all facets, from the 
homesteaders and gold prospecters in the early 19th Century, right through the 1840s-50s, into the Civil War (there is 
a seperate book on this "Illustrated Directory" series covering the latter conflict, titled "Illustr. Dir. of Uniforms 
Equipment of the Civil War", which may also be attributed to Mr. Davis), and subsequently straight through the Indian 
Wars of the mid to late 19th Century. In between, you learn about the famous lawmen and outlaws, the saloons, the 
girls in those saloons (lol),not to mention full color photos of every handgun and rifle, from ladies' derringers to the 
famous Winchester repeating rifles and the Colts Remingtons in between! There is even coverage of some of the 
artillery used by the U.S. Cavalry! Plus the color photo gallery also illustrates other accoutrements and equipment used 
by prospecters,gold diggers, gunmen, sherriffs, you name it and full-color drawings of characters like cavalrymen, 
outlaws, American Indians, wagons, stagecoaches furthermore supplement this great book. CASE IN POINT?? 
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED FOR AMERICAN HISTORY AND OLD WEST BUFFS!!!!0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Informative in the extreme!!By Richard He RidesWilliam C. Davis has a passion for 
delivering history in the form of objects. Not only does he verbalize on Western History, he shows collections of items 
worn, carried and used as part of daily living. Each item is numbered and then described. these presentations are 
simply wonderful. I have sent copies out to friends. You can open this book to any page and read.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. This is an excellent source for all items westernBy c kellyThis is an excellent source for 
all items western. From spurs to guns and everything in between, this directory dates and categorizes everything you 
can imagine.

In 19th century America, the great surge westward by settlers eager to open up the frontiers and take advantage of as-
yet unknown natural resources. This extraordinary story is detailed in this fact-filled and illustration-packed reference 
featuring specially commissioned photographs of surviving weapons, implements, tools, and equipment, as well as 
Native American artifacts. The text, also illustrated with rare period photos, describes how explorers, homesteaders, 
the lawless and lawmen, buffalo hunters, railroaders, and others lived-and often fought-with each other and the Native 
Americans beyond the Mississippi to the Pacific Ocean and from the northern territories to the Mexican border.

About the AuthorWayne Youngblood is a freelance author and editor with a broad variety of interests. He has written 
books on a range of subjects from colonial history and American Indians to stamps and stamp collecting. In addition, 
he has authored thousands of columns and features covering historical and collectible subjects. His specific awareness 
of Mathew Brady's work came from a longtime interest in early photography, the American Civil War, and US postage 
stamp design, for which numerous attributed and unattributed Brady photos have been used as sources.Ray Bonds has 
been a defense journalist, editor, and publisher during a career spanning over thirty five years, covering periods and 
activities as wide ranging as the American Civil War, anti-ballistic missile systems, stealth warfare, and modern 
military intelligence gathering. He has written and edited scores of well respected titles on the world's major armed 
forces, their battles, weapons, and organization, with a specialty in the armed services of the United States. 


