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Eduard Kann : Illustrated Catalog of Chinese Coins, Vol. 2: Gold, Silver, Nickel and Aluminum  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Illustrated Catalog of Chinese 
Coins, Vol. 2: Gold, Silver, Nickel and Aluminum: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Kann on Chinese CoinsBy Bruce W. SmithA useful reprint of what 
is still the most comprehensive catalog of Chinese gold, silver and nickel coins. Unlike the original and the 1966 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0923891196


reprint, this edition has been divided into three paper back volumes. The divisions make sense and the photos have 
been moved to the appropriate place in each volume, instead of coming at the end. The illustrations, however, are even 
worse than in the original. The publisher of this reprint is wrong, however, in labeling the 1966 reprint as a pirate 
edition. If he had checked, he would have found that the copyright was purchased in 1966 from the Kann estate. This 3 
volume Ishi reprint is, in fact, the pirate edition. Nevertheless, the 3 volume reprint is handy because it is easier to 
carry and easier to pack.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Realy dissapointedBy OzalidJust really 
difficult to read, the fonts and the printing changes through out the book. The photos are of poor quality,some you cant 
make out what you are looking at. The cross referencing is terrible. If one is going to go to the bother of reprinting a 
book like this, why not clean it up??0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy John C LeeProduct 
as described

Eduard Kann (1880-1962) was more than just a coin collector. He was an official of the Chinese Government, who ran 
the Chinese monetary system for decades. Kann managed to get out of China just before Mao took over in 1949. He 
then lived in Hong Kong and Los Angeles. This catalog is a classic work essentially of his own coin collection, 
including coins he collected while working as a banker and as an official of the Chinese Government in Shanghai. 
Some of these coins are extremely rare and a few may not even exist any more, because the Chinese Government 
ordered all coins to be surrendered to the government to be melted down and made into bullion. Thus, any Chinese 
person who held on to these coins, did so in secret. Kann, as a non-Chinese, was one of the few that was allowed to 
keep his coins. When, after his death, his coin collection was sold in several auctions, they fetched millions of dollars. 
The New York Times for May 23, 1971, page D37, reports: Among the items listed to go on the block are 1200 lots 
from the finest collection of Chinese coins - the collection of Eduard Kann, a banker who lived in China for 47 years. 
During his long numismatic career, Mr. Kann compiled the Catalog of Chinese Coins which was published in 1954. 
This high quality reprint of the original 1953 book is based on one of the few copies of the original work still known to 
exist.


