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Kim Taylor Reece : Hula I Ka La: Dance in the Sun  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Hula I Ka La: Dance in the Sun: 

3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Hula I Ka La: Dance in the SunBy Skip LVery professional 
photography. Captures the beauty of the human form during a demonstration of traditional Hawaiian dance. Makes a 
very nice display book for those who've experienced the Hawaiian Islands3 of 12 people found the following review 
helpful. Can I give ZERO stars?By S. E. RoweThis book is simply inartful. Few images are compelling and quite a 
few more that are just plain tasteless. It appears that many are reliant on computer enhancement or disenhancement. 
Shadows don't match the dancer's form or are completely absent. Quite a trick!It is not primarily a book of images of 
hula or about hula, as its title may convey to some unwitting buyers. Pointe shoes in the sand really doesn't have much 
to say about hula, which in this case should be understood as a translation of "dance" in general and not as anything 
quintessentially Hawaiian. (Not that Reese's previous work speaks to what is Hawaiian.)Poses or movements captured 
by the lens are more often than not stereotypic and fail to take advantage of the landscape. This suggests that the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0966039580


photographer has put whatever imagination he may have on sleep mode.It's more a voyeuristic slog and it's a shame 
that several, obviously beautiful and talented, dancers were pulled into such a project.I call it a waste and not anything 
that I as a dancer or a practioner of hula want to see deseminated in the name of hula. Every pun intended.

Hula i ka la means dance in the sun. Twirl. Leap. Dance like sunlight. Hula is such a joyous display of life that being a 
part of it in any way, as dancer or audience, makes you happy. Hula reveals the unseen soul. It can take you on a 
journey through each emotion life has to offer: its tragedies and triumphs, the sensation of a first kiss, the sorrow of 
loss, the strength of spirit, the splendor of one another. Hula is the dance of Hawaii, and the most graceful aesthetic 
expression of our Island culture. Hula is a lifestyle, provoking inspiration, songs, art, and imagination. Hula is a bond 
that joins the present with the past, and celebrates that union with incomparable beauty.

About the AuthorAfter a lifetime of artistic study, which included classical training in the fine arts, Kim Taylor Reece 
discovered the hula and became enchanted. While trying to capture the subtleties of this ancient dance, Kim turned 
most often to the contemporary art of black-and-white photography, and determined that only through this 
mediumwith its exclusive concentrations of light and darkcould the passion of hula be honored and preserved. 


