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Eric Schiller : How to Play the Torre Attack: A Chess Works Publication  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised How to Play the Torre Attack: A Chess Works Publication: 

How to Play the Torre Attack Third Edition This new edition is greatly expanded by over 100 games with 
commentary. Carlos Torre Repetto was the First Mexican Chess Grandmaster. His opening became known as the 
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Torre Attack because he used to to defeat World Chess Champion Emanuel Lasker with a spectacular Queen Sacrifice 
at the International Tournament in Moscow 1925. This became one of the most famous chess games ever played. Most 
of the World Champions have included the Torre Attack in their arsenals, especially Alekhine, Spassky and Petrosian. 
Capablanca, Botvinnik, Smyslov and Kasparov have also used it. It has been more than a decade since the 2nd edition 
of this book was published. This new edition concentrates on two structures that lie at the heart of the Torre Attack. 
They have been named the Terrapin Formation and the Tortoise formation. They are not variations as such but rather 
common structures that meet the opening goal of controlling the center by placing both the d-pawn and e-pawn on the 
4th rank. They are like the head poking out of a solid turtle shell that keeps the king well defended. The formation is 
used against both the Fianchetto and e6 variations and a few others.

About the AuthorEric Schiller (born March 20, 1955 in New York City) is an American chess player, trainer, arbiter 
and one of the most prolific authors of books on chess in the 20th century. In 1974, Schiller was the Illinois Junior 
Champion. Schiller played for the University of Chicago team several times at the Pan American Intercollegiate Team 
Chess Championship. He was an organizer of the Hawaii International chess festivals 1994-98 including 1998 US 
Open California Champion 1995. Later that year, he appeared as a chess adviser for the music group Phish on some of 
the stops for their "Chess Tour" where they played an ongoing game of two chess moves per tour stop and some "band 
vs. audience" partial games as part of their stage performance. Schiller was an arbiter at several notable games and 
championships including the FIDE World Chess Championship 2000. While Vladimir Kramnik and Garry Kasparov 
opted not to participate in the event, they had both endorsed Schiller for this sensitive role during the planning stages. 
As of April 2009, Schiller has a FIDE rating of 2166. He is also an International Arbiter and International Trainer. 
Schiller's expertise and publications in the Flohr-Zaitsev Variation made him a sought-after expert when Gary 
Kasparov used that opening at the second game at the World Chess Championship 1990. 


