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David Edgar : How Plays Work (Nick Hern Books)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised How Plays Work (Nick Hern Books): 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Creative Insights from a Major Contemporary PlaywrightBy David 
ElliottDavid Edgar knows his subject. A fourth-generation theater professional and social critic, he's rooted in the 
world of theater and the world as theater. This little book draws upon his considerable knowledge of ancient and 
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contemporary western plays and his every-day work as a professional playwright. The result isn't a typical "how to 
write a play" text, but a stimulating presentation of the creative elements available to anyone when "wrighting" a play. 
Don't be surprised to find yourself thinking of past and anticipated projects with a growing desire to play out the 
possiblities Edgar brings forward. (David A. Elliott)1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Depth and 
RespectBy M. S. BlomgrenI spent a large part of my life in the theatre, acting and writing and I enjoyed this book a 
great deal. Mr. Edgar has many interesting things to say and he packs many thoughts into each chapter which make it 
difficult to follow for those who are not already well versed in Shakespeare, Ibsen and the like. I do not think this is a 
guide to writing a play so much as a very good analysis of how plays, often times, work. Without a doubt this is a 
good addition to the literature.My only criticism is that Edgar sometimes reaches too far to prove his points with 
examples which do not always fit the point he is trying to prove. Some of his other examples are quite obscure, by 
playwrights most people have never heard of. That being said I think this is a fine book that treats plays with the 
respect and the depth they deserve. I learned a great deal. Thank you, Dave Edgar.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Needlessly convolutedBy CustomerHorribly, horribly written. I consider myself to be a very strong 
reader, but I got about 50 pages into this book and had to stop because I had no idea what I had just read. That's 
NEVER happened to me before.

How Plays Work has grown out of David Edgars teaching in the University of Birminghams MA course in playwriting 
studies, which he founded twenty years ago. Through historical and modern examples, the book analyzes the basic 
elements of dramatic structure, action, plot, character, dialogue, and genre.

About the AuthorDavid Edgar is best known for his adaptation of "Nicholas Nickleby" for the RSC (revived in West 
End, Xmas 2007, Following UK tour), for whom he wrote "Destiny", "Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde", "Pentecost" and "The 
Prisoner's Dilemma". His plays at the National include "The Shape of the Table", "Entertaining Strangers" with Judi 
Dench, and "Albert Speer". 


