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Simen Agdestein : How Magnus Carlsen Became the Youngest Chess Grandmaster in the World: The Story 
and the Games  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised How 
Magnus Carlsen Became the Youngest Chess Grandmaster in the World: The Story and the Games: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A can't-miss book for the afficianado.By Brian J. RountreeThis book 
comes close to 5 stars as it starts out strong, but then begins to fall under the weight of needing to explain the 
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importance of Magnus' tournaments and victories. The feeling that it seemed important for Magnus to play everywhere 
in Europe that he could as a child, whether it was an affordable vacation stop or whatnot, added some monotony to the 
prose.Magnus Carlsen is a superb defender, and obviously the best one in the world now, but even as a kid he really 
shined at it even though his opening play seemed more ambitious then. His openings repertoire was flexible, even as a 
child. Agdestein does a really great job with this book, with the prose and the game analysis, but more importantly 
more so with the prose.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. I was a little disappointed. The games were 
great and that in itself ...By Larry M.I was a little disappointed. The games were great and that in itself was obviously 
worth the money and the time. My issue was the lack of real content. I learned very little about Magnus Carlsen 
beyond the chess. I think a better writer would have dug into more of the background story. The book drifts into a 
travel agenda format - its just very dry. Magnus is very sheltered and rightly so but as a world champion or even as a 
great player fans want to know him better. This isn't the book for that but I know there will be many written in the 
years to come. I have watched Magnus do a countless number of interviews and frankly this entire book comes across 
just like his on camera personality - lacking energy and enthusiasm. It seemed to me Simen Agdestein would have 
been the perfect person to write this but he also seems to hold back.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Five StarsBy Jim AinslieBest chess book ever.

At the age of 13 years, 4 months and 26 days, Magnus Carlsen became the youngest chess grandmaster in the world. 
The international press raved about the Norwegian prodigy. The Washington Post even called him the Mozart of 
chess. Ten years on Magnus Carlsen is the number one in the world rankings and a household name far beyond chess 
circles. Time Magazine listed him as one of the 100 most influential people in the world in 2013.How Magnus Carlsen 
Became the Youngest Chess Grandmaster in the World is the fairy-tale-like story of his rise. The story-teller could not 
have been better qualified. Simen Agdestein trained Magnus in the years leading up to his grandmaster title, repeatedly 
pinching himself in amazement at his pupils lightning progressWhile you follow Magnus on his wonderful journey, 
Agdestein is your guide, providing insights into the Carlsen family life and explaining the secrets of Magnus play in 
clear and instructive comments. This is an inspiring book for any chess player. It will fascinate parents and help gifted 
children to realize their full potential.

A wonderful instructive treatise on how to improve your game, step by step, by following Magnus' journey to the 
highest title. (Jeremy Silman, US Chess online, author of How to Reassess Your Chess)Compelling tale, exciting 
chess. (Jan Timman)From beginners' errors to better and better achievements, the reader learns how a real chess 
prodigy develops, temporary setbacks and disappointments included. One has to give great praise to the author for his 
honesty and empathy and for the unselfish way he tells the story. (Heinz Brunthaler Rochade Europa Magazine)A 
splendid book, accessible for a big audience. (Herman Grooten)No doubt about it, the kid is good. Agdestein does a 
good job indicating how various moves and ideas show Carlsen's growth as a player. (Taylor Kingston 
ChessCafe.com)Agdestein's insider story is packed with detailed information about what makes the boy so successful. 
(Harald Fietz Schach Magazine)About the AuthorSimen Agdestein is a most remarkable double talent. Not only did he 
win the Norwegian national chess championship six times, but he also used to be a highly gifted soccer player. He 
played for Lyn FC in Oslo and represented the Norwegian national soccer team on eight occasions. 


