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Harold J. Murray : History of Chess  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised History of Chess: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Small Book, Small Text, Terrible CoverBy Ronnie GonzalezThis a 
very thick, but small book, with small text and the most boring cover you could never imagine if you tried. The pages 
really need to be enlarged and the cover needs to be improved.14 of 16 people found the following review helpful. 
Most Extensive History and Development of Early ChessBy R. M. Snyder"H. J. Murray's" "HISTORY OF CHESS" is 
considered by all serious chess historians to be the classic work covering the early development and progression of 
chess. It is a very extensive and scholarly written work. This book is not intended to entertain the reader with "odd, but 
true" stories or myths about chess. It is an informative guide and reference book for the serious chess historian. The 
most extensive work on a more modern history of chess (1800s onward) is "THE CHESS KINGS" by Calvin Olson. 
However, in addition to being scholarly and accurate, it contains annotated games of historical importance while 
making the history of the world championship level chess entertaining. Together these books form comprehensive 
coverage of chess history from its beginnings traced back to around 600 a.d. to the turn of the 21st century.26 of 30 
people found the following review helpful. Monumental book on the history of chessBy A CustomerThis book is a 
reprint of Murrays monumental work, firstpublished in 1913. Murray is a scientist, and his writingshows this: we have 
discussions about legibility of manuscripts, theories of the spreading of chess, etc. What we find in all this is a 
thorough and precise account of how chess came into existence, and has spread over the world. Where many books on 
the history of chess are best in describing the modern history, this book is best in telling about the roots. Also, we find 
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hunderds of historic chess puzzles. If you really want to know how the origins of the best game there is are, then read 
this book.


