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C. J. S. Purdy : Guide to Good Chess: First Steps to Fine Points  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Guide to Good Chess: First Steps to Fine Points: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. This is a very good book. Purdy explains things in a clear 
fundamental ...By Vernon L LivingstonThis is a very good book. Purdy explains things in a clear fundamental way 
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that is easy to assimilate. I play hope chess more thanI care to admit. I haven't read the book completely,but it's 
influence has cause me to realign my thinking on chess.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Essence of 
chessBy Laurentiu CristoforI am surprised no one rated this 5 stars. This is not a mammoth book of chess covering 
tens of openings, combinations, and game endings, but it distills the most important chess principles in a form that is 
easy to digest and go over again, and again, and again. I don't know any other chess book like this. If you are 
beginning chess, get this and put it aside - once you learn the rules and are comfortable with the game and want to 
deepen your understanding, open it and start reading. What you learn here, even if incompletely, will make it much 
easier to dig into heavier literature. And you will get great insight into why you were losing games before. I wish I had 
found this book when I started studying chess. It would have saved me a lot of time. What Purdy did here for chess 
feels a bit like what Euclid did for geometry.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. A Great Chess Primer, 
A Fantastic Chess TeacherBy Brian ThompsonInternational Chess Master C.J.S. Purdy was considered by Bobby 
Fischer to be "The best chess teacher in the business". Not only did Purdy play well, becoming the first World's 
Correspondence Chess Champion, he also taught well, and is still quoted today - some 80 years after he began 
publishing his theories of how chess should be played.This book was written for the novice player, but the nuggets of 
wisdom espoused will benefit club players and beginning tournament competitors. In his own unique style, Purdy 
discussed the opening, the middlegame, and the ending. He gives guidance on how to play each of the different pieces 
with chapters devoted to both strategy and tactices. Last, but certainly not least, Purdy discusses "The Principles". All 
of this in language that is both quaint and easily readable.After reading this book, the alert student will have a deeper 
understanding and appreciation for what a game of chess is all about. The reader will see more than just a bunch of 
pieces that move and capture - he will begin to see what has captured the imagination of man for the last thousand 
years.While learning this material is essential for becoming a better chess player, true understanding comes from 
practicing what you have learned. As with any great book, once you've read the teachings and think you "get it", if you 
really want to develop a skill for using this material I recommend practicing with a chess training program like 
Chessimo. Just reading about chess won't help you improve! Use it or lose it!"Guide to Good Chess" is also a perfect 
book for chess coaches. Do you know how to play, but can't seem to explain the game to your students? Let Purdy get 
you started in the right direction!

Purdy fills you in on the details, explains the whys, and makes it easier for you to improveto be a very good player 
without large amounts of memorization. Even the elementary principles which begin this book have points not seen in 
other works of this type. His language is a bit unusual, making it easier to remember such things as "biffing the 
Bishop." He covers all three phases of a game: the opening, the middlegame, and the endgame. Lastly, a complete 
game is dissected for the purpose of showing how Purdy's Rules are used effectively. The best beginner's book on 
chess you will ever read.

About the AuthorInternational Master C.J.S. Purdy was born in Australia and was the world's first Correspondence 
Chess Champion, and author of many chess periodicals from the 1930s to the 1970s. Ex-chess champion Bobby 
Fischer called Purdy the best teacher on chess. 


