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Gary Lane : Greatest Ever Chess Tricks and Traps  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Greatest Ever Chess Tricks and Traps: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Not FabricatedBy Let's Compare Options PreptorialThere are 
hundreds of trick/trap books in chess, including both instructional (like this) and puzzle/problem based. The problem 
with a LOT of them is that they are clearly fabricated-- IOW you couldn't possibly get into that configuration! 
Granted, back rank mates, forks, smothered are convincingly demonstrated with these fabrications, but though fun, 
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they aren't as satisfying if you want to go deeper.This is just the opposite-- the trap is amply illustrated not only with 
the line leading up to it, but also example games taken from even high level players and famous games, some old and 
classic, others from the 1970s and 80s (which the author considers old, ouch). As a serious club player it warms my 
heart to see that these lines aren't reserved for beginners-- top level players can fall for these, especially if you act 
dumb and they think YOU have missed that capture!To be honest and fair, I LOVE puzzle books (resign in three, mate 
in 4, etc.) and you CAN use this book like that (just look at the baited trap and try to reverse engineer the position and 
figure out the trap). BUT after that fun, you can then study both the lines leading up to it, the opening involved (yes 
this is an opening book), and even the whole game upon which it was based.Highly recommended from multiple 
viewpoints, as it will both make you a more aware player and provide a lot of fun while solving and/or playing 
through.6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Some excellent tipsBy Albert C. DoyleA few of these traps 
are pretty well-known, and you're likely to get screwed if you roll them out against rated players, but they're worth 
reviewing, if for no other reason than to watch out for them yourself. The text is a bit minimal, and the pace is rapid-
fire, but overall it's pretty well laid out. I wish he had spent a bit more time with many of these traps to explain how to 
extricate yourself if the opponent doesn't fall for them.17 of 19 people found the following review helpful. Chess 
Opening Tricks from A-ZBy Nick BoltI enjoyed it because as an improving player, I want to know what openings 
works and what tricks are available.A big plus is that if the trick or trap is seen by the opponent then alternatives are 
given for a competitive position. There are a few refutations of odd lines which is great because I know people rated 
up to 1750 who play bizarre lines but I never know what to do. I do now! I used to play only the Colle and Mr Lane 
even manages to present a tricky line in that to catch out the careless player. All the traps seem to occur before ten 
moves have been played making it much more likely to happen when playing. A guide to winning chess in the opening.

There is no easier way to win a game of chess than by luring your opponent into a devious trap. Similarly, there's 
nothing worse than being the one on the receiving end. Tricks, traps and swindles lie in wait everywhere, especially so 
in the opening phase of the game, and many battles can be won or saved simply through learning and mastering the 
most important ones. In this instructive and fun book, Gary Lane looks back though chess history and at modern times 
to create a list of his own favourite tricks and traps. Selecting from hundreds of contenders, Lane examines a variety of 
factors in order to decide which ideas are most worthy of inclusion. Discover the stories behind the most cunning 
tricks and traps of all time; how you can utilize them to score easy wins; and how you can avoid being tricked yourself.

From the Back CoverThere is no easier way to win a game of chess than by luring your opponent into a devious trap. 
Similarly, there's nothing worse than being the one on the receiving end. Tricks, traps and swindles lie in wait 
everywhere, especially so in the opening phase of the game, and many battles can be won or saved simply through 
learning and mastering the most important ones.In this instructive and fun book, Gary Lane looks back though chess 
history and at modern times to create a list of his own favourite tricks and traps. Selecting from hundreds of 
contenders, Lane examines a variety of factors in order to decide which ideas are most worthy of inclusion. Discover 
the stories behind the most cunning tricks and traps of all time; how you can utilize them to score easy wins; and how 
you can avoid being tricked yourself. *An entertaining guide to the best ever tricks and traps*Invaluable advice from a 
seasoned tournament player*Ideal for players of all levels Gary Lane is an International Master and an experienced 
and successful player on the international tournament circuit. He qualified to compete at the World Cup in 2005 and is 
a former Commonwealth Champion. A prolific and popular chess writer, he is also a respected chess coach who has 
been involved in training some of England and Australia's top junior players. 


