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WilsonThe trouble with Bridge is that it's a complicated game. Unless Bridge is your number one priority in life, you
keep forgetting little things that seemed sensible when you read about them two years ago but which have remained
unused in your finite memory. Which is good news for authors, because it means there's always a market, even if
they're recycling ideas which they only wrote about two years ago.Bidding books tend to be awaste of effort, unless
both you and your partner agree to read the same book. If you learn a new convention and your partner doesn't, it can
only do damage to your partnership and scores. Stick to asimple system: Acol or Five-Card Majors. Thereis no
absolute best bidding system. The best bidding system for you is the one that both you and your partner
understand.But bridge play is a different matter. Apart from the matter of who can see each hand, the game isidentical
to whist, afar older game. In most situations, experts can work out the best play at the table. Guidelines such as'3rd
hand plays high' and '2nd hand plays low" still apply in many situations.This book clearly lays out these guidelines, and
gives examples of where they apply and where they don't. The good news s that there aren't too many of these
guidelines. But it's | eft to the reader to understand the specific hand layouts and draw conclusions about the general
applicability of the advice.Like bidding, defence is a partnership activity. Thisis agreat book, and I'll be trying to
persuade my partner to read it.

The'rules in defence at bridge are designed to help players remember which defensive techniquesto use. By
mastering the rulesin this book players will be infinitely better prepared to solve problems at the bridge table. Each of
the fifteen golden rulesis given a chapter to itself and all are illustrated with numerous example hands. At the end of
the chapter the points made are summarised so players can see the advantages both in following the rule and in not
following it. Thisis an exciting and intelligent way of building up a sound knowledge of defensive play and improving
your game generally.
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