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From Greenwood : Girl Culture [2 volumes]: An Encyclopedia  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Girl Culture [2 volumes]: An Encyclopedia: 

Never before has so much popular culture been produced about what it means to be a girl in today's society. From the 
first appearance of Nancy Drew in 1930, to Seventeen magazine in 1944 to the emergence of Bratz dolls in 2001, girl 
culture has been increasingly linked to popular culture and an escalating of commodities directed towards girls of all 
ages. Editors Claudia A. Mitchell and Jacqueline Reid-Walsh investigate the increasingly complex relationships, 
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struggles, obsessions, and idols of American tween and teen girls who are growing up faster today than ever 
before.From pre-school to high school and beyond, Girl Culture tackles numerous hot-button issues, including the 
recent barrage of advertising geared toward very young girls emphasizing sexuality and extreme thinness. Nothing is 
off-limits: body image, peer pressure, cliques, gangs, and plastic surgery are among the over 250 in-depth entries 
highlighted. Comprehensive in its coverage of the twenty and twenty-first century trendsetters, fashion, literature, film, 
in-group rituals and hot-button issues that shapeand are shaped bygirl culture, this two-volume resource offers a 
wealth of information to help students, educators, and interested readers better understand the ongoing interplay 
between girls and mainstream culture.


