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Hannes Langrock : French Defense: The Solid Rubinstein Variation  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised French Defense: The Solid Rubinstein Variation: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. I like this book a lotBy Bill McGearyI like this book a lot. The line 
has always appealed to me, but the material I had on it didn't inspire me. This book clearly describes the important 
features of the opening and lays out good ways to handle it for Black. The author doesn't suggest that Black should 
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win every game, quite the contrary. The line is meant as a solid alternative. The analysis is very good, as I said the 
explanations are clear and concise, plus there is analysis of the Advance and Kings Indian Attack that isn't available 
elsewhere. I recommend this book to any player over 1800.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 
Rubinstein solid and funBy Ira EpsteinI am currently on chapter 4 of this book and I think this is one of the best chess 
opening books I have read. Langrock makes an excellent case for the Rubinstein variation. He states in the 
introduction the Rubinstein is at best a second option to 1. E4. This statement might be very true if you are a GM or 
IM but if you are a below average or average player (rated above 1500 but below 1900) it is a great first option. It 
limits the amount of theory you have to learn and once advance to a higher level of play you can always add more 
dynamic versions of the French defense defense to your opening repertoire. And speaking of dynamic the Rubinstein 
is much more dynamic than you would think and leads to many very interesting and sometimes very sharp positions. 
In other words it is not one of those boring but solid defenses but is both solid and fun to play.3 of 3 people found the 
following review helpful. Professional without hypeBy Kenneth K. RaymondExcellent book with little hype. I wish 
some more aggressive lines such as those involving ...gxf6were included but it is superb as it is

A Complete Black Repertoire against 1.e4 Built around the Super-Solid Rubinstein!The solid Rubinstein Variation of 
the French Defense despite its having been played by world champions and elite grandmasters, it has never been 
subjected to detailed study. The author, German International Master Hannes Langrock, has produced a book with 
complete coverage of this line, along with solid recommendations for Black should White deviate on the second or 
third move."I never realized that Black could take such active measures in the Rubinstein Variation without significant 
drawbacks. This book is an eye-opener, and even top grandmasters might find that they have underestimated Blacks 
resources in important positionsThe average tournament and online player will appreciate Langrocks straightforward, 
no-nonsense style. He keeps the complexity of the analysis within bounds, and highlights relevant details without 
drifting into obscure page-long analytical byways. General themes are clearly presented within the context of 
illustrative gamesThe result is a book that covers a broad swath of material in a modest number of pages. Im sure that 
you will be well-rewarded for its study, and come out with a useful new weapon in your chess arsenal."From 
International Master John Watson's Foreword

"...an eye-opener, even for grandmasters...a useful new weapon in the chess arsenal of tournament and online 
players..." -- John Watson, International Master, from the ForewordAbout the AuthorGerman International Master 
Hannes Langrock is known for his thorough analysis and creative approach. His highly acclaimed book on the Morra 
Gambit is in its second edition. 


