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Sam Collins : French Advance (Everyman Chess)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised French Advance (Everyman Chess): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Outstanding Introduction to the French AdvanceBy FeedbackCollins 
does an outstanding job in this introduction to the French Advance variation, filling a void in existing literature by 
providing a well written and sound introductory text. Players new to the opening will especially appreciate the 
discussion of "key concepts" in the introduction, and the way Collins addresses the key concepts as they arise in 
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example games. Although published ten years ago, this book remains the best introduction to the opening, and it is 
worth reading before delving into more serious books, such as Shveshnikov's two volume classic work on the French 
Advance.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Thematic gamesBy CourtneyGood book on the French 
Advance, using example games to show the different lines. Playing through the games along with Sam Collins 
annotation is educational and his witing style is very enjoyable.16 of 21 people found the following review helpful. 
George SanadzeBy George SanadzeThis is a good book, definitely worth buying. The material is well-structured and 
well explained. The only question I would ask - why there are no GM Sveshnikov games in the book? He is well 
known expert in this Advance French system. But generally, this book is very decent work.

The Advance Variation is a popular and direct way of meeting the ultra-solid French Defence. Very early on in the 
game White opts to fix the pawn structure and establishes a genuine space advantage, upon which he later hopes to 
mount a serious attack. This method of playing against the French Defence has become a firm favorite among 
uncompromising Grandmasters such as Alexei Shirov, England's Nigel Short, and the rising star in Russia, Alexander 
Grischuk.In this book openings expert Sam Collins explains the strategy and tactics of this dynamic opening, studying 
both the main lines as well as the more offbeat variations. Through the use of model games for both White and Black, 
he provides a thorough grounding in the key plans and ideas, so that readers can quickly and confidently begin to use 
the French Advance in their own games.Ideal for club and tournament playersExplains the basic elements, strategies, 
and tactics for both sidesProvides readers with everything they need to know to start playing the opening 

From the Back CoverThe Advance Variation is a popular and direct way of meeting the ultra-solid French Defence. 
Very early on in the game White opts to fix the pawn structure and establishes a genuine space advantage, upon which 
he later hopes to mount a serious attack. This method of playing against the French Defence has become a firm 
FAVORITE amongst uncompromising Grandmasters such as Alexei Shirov, England's Nigel Short and the rising star 
in Russia, Alexander Grischuk.In this book openings expert Sam Collins explains the strategy and tactics of this 
dynamic opening, studying both the main lines as well as the more offbeat variations. Through the use of model games 
for both White and Black, he provides a thorough grounding in the key plans and ideas, so that readers can quickly and 
confidently begin to use the French Advance in their own games.*Ideal for club and tournament players*Explains the 
basic elements, strategies and tactics for both sides*Provides everything you need to know to start playing the opening 
straight awaySam Collins is a former Irish Champion who has represented his country at various team tournaments 
around the world, winning the individual gold medal at the 2002 Bled Chess Olympiad. Despite his young age, he 
already has a wealth of writing experience, being a regular columnist for CHESS, Chess Mail and Chess Today, while 
he has also coached some of Ireland's top junior players. This is his first book for Everyman Chess. 


