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From William Irwin : Final Fantasy and Philosophy: The Ultimate Walkthrough before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Final Fantasy and Philosophy: The Ultimate
Walkthrough:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great for amateur philosophers and beginnersBy DavidThisis an
excellent book, but I must insist that this come with afew qualifying asterisks. First off, if you are a hardcore fan of


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0470415363

the series, you may be put off by the occasional inaccuracies to the games mentioned in each essay. Likewise, if you
are well-versed in philosophy, you may find this book to be a bit too dumbed down or even irreverent. Asthe cover
suggests, thisis amore light-hearted romp to casually observe afew philosophical concepts that are touched upon
within the series. The book is a collection of essays that are, admittedly, loosely organized and have little connection to
each other beyond the use of the Final Fantasy series as a centrepiece of discussion. Additionally, the essay quality
varies quite a bit. Aside from one particular essay, most are at least of decent quality but are largely suited for simply
introducing those who may be interested in philosophy to the basics as most of these subjects would be covered in an
basic college Philosophy course or two. That said, there are at |east two or three essays that are almost worth the entire
book even for the more educated philosophers, particularly an essay that questions K efka's (of FF6) madness, and one
that addresses and delves deeper into the existential questions of Vivi (FF9) and Kuja which are touched upon within
the game itself. Sadly, there is only one (possibly two, depending on how generous you are) essay that talks about an
Eastern philosophies, but at least it is one of the better ones.Again, this book will probably fail to satisfy the more avid
fans of either philosophy or the Final Fantasy series, but for the rest - particularly those who are just starting out or
considering learning about philosophy, it isagreat way to start your journey via something familiar.P.S. | generaly try
to avoid mentioning other reviewsin my own, but | must disagree with some that disliked an essay questioning
whether we should thank the heroes of Final Fantasy for saving the world. While that premise may be flawed, the goal
of the essay was not to convince the reader of that premise, but merely to think about it and not take it for granted.
Again, one of the first things taught in a philosophy course (specifically, to not take any commonly held belief for
granted), but an excellent point to bring to beginners.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. and It was the
best ten dollars I've spent in along timeBy Big Exilelf you are atrue fan of final fantasy and square enix as| am. Then
you need to get your hands on this book! | was able to get my hand on this book for under ten dollars,and It was the
best ten dollars I've spent in along time. This book delvesinto several different areas of the final fantasy
universe,asking questions and giving very detailed and structured answers along the way.If you have ever had
guestions about final fantasy the who,what,when,where,and the why are answered in this book.Thisis a book on
philosophy so don't be expecting an adventure themed tale of an unnamed hero,thisis a book for the dreamers.6 of 6
people found the following review helpful. Final Fantasy "V 11" and PhilosophyBY BlitzSageThe Pop Culture and
Philosophy series is useful for anyone wishing to apply philosophy into books, movies, tv shows and games by giving
introductory philosophy. For this, | would recommend the book for anybody that has played the games so that it can
help you think about aspects of the games in philosophical ways. For instance, the chapter about Kefka's insanity
might make you view him differently as a character. Y ou also will look at Wutai in adifferent light, and many other
things in this book will help. | recommend it rather highly.However, you do get what you pay for. It is abook on pop
culture, which impliesin the name, popularity. That means that most of you familiar with games that do not have the
number 7 behind them will get alittle tired of hearing FFV11 mentioned all the time. And as other people have
mentioned, there are some inaccuracies. But | think it's ultimately tolerable. If you buy it it will help you bridge
connections between philosophical thought and a series you love. | recommend it.

An unauthorized look behind one of the greatest video game franchises of all time, Final Fantasy The Final Fantasy
universe is packed with compelling characters and incredible storylines. In this book, you'll take a fascinating look at
the deeper issues that Final Fantasy forces players to think about while trying to battle their way to the next level, such
as. Does Cloud really exist (or should we really care)? |s Kefkareally insane? Are Moogles part of a socialist
conspiracy? Does the end of the game justify the means? As Mages, Moogles, fiends, and Kefka are mashed together
with the likes of Machiavelli, Marx, Foucault, and Kafka, you'll delve into crucial topics such as madness, nihilism,
environmental ethics, Shintoism, the purpose of life, and much more. Examines the philosophical issues behind one of
the world's oldest and most popular video-game series Offers new perspectives on Final Fantasy characters and themes
Gives you a psychological advantage--or at least a philosophical one--against your Final Fantasy enemies Allows you
to apply the wisdom of centuries of philosophy to any game in the series, including Final Fantasy X111 Guaranteed to
add a new dimension to your understanding of the Final Fantasy universe, this book is the ultimate companion to the
ultimate video-game series.

From the Back CoverFinal Fantasy is one of the greatest video game franchises of al time, and its universe is packed
with compelling characters and incredible storylines. With this book, you'll be able to apply the wisdom of centuries of
philosophy to any game in the series, including Final Fantasy XI1I11. Everything you'll need to achieve a greater
understanding of Final Fantasy is here. As Mages, Moogles, fiends, and K efka are mashed together with the likes of
Machiavelli, Marx, Foucault, and Kafka, you'll delve into crucial topics such as madness, nihilism, environmental
ethics, Shintoism, the purpose of life, and much more. And of course, your intellectual status will be forever changed
upon reading this book. Guaranteed to add a new dimension to your understanding of the Final Fantasy universe, this
book is the ultimate companion to the ultimate video game series.About the AuthorJason P. Blahuta is an associate
professor of philosophy at Lakehead University and has contributed to Battlestar Galactica and Philosophy and



Terminator and Philosophy. Michel S. Beaulieu is an assistant professor of history at Lakehead University. William
Irwinis aprofessor of philosophy at King's College. He originated the philosophy and popular culture genre of books
as coeditor of the bestselling The Simpsons and Philosophy and has overseen recent titles including Batman and
Philosophy, House and Philosophy, and Watchmen and Philosophy.



