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William Andrew Chatto : Facts and Speculationson the Origin and History of Playing Cards before purchasing
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Facts and Speculations on the Origin and
History of Playing Cards:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Better to have the hard copy than the Kindle version.By RichardThis
isawell researched an presented history of acommon item we think little about. That said, it does have some practical
problems that make it difficult for those casually interested in the subject.First, it was published in London in 1848.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1445584409

This makes its style significantly different from modern authors. It was written for a more educated audience than the
average reader today. Mr. Chatto writes with a style that is not as concise as a author today would present his material.
It isnot hard to follow, but it isalot of reading for very few points.Next, it iswell researched and well documented,
but the author, perhaps as was the custom of his time, not only footnotes his sources, but includes them in the text in
the original language followed by atranslation. This can interrupt the flow of the narrative and make comprehension
more difficult. Thisisaso amajor problem if you have the Kindle version asalot of the early quotes are in Greek and
this overwhelms the scan of the book. Asyou read along suddenly your page is filled with wild characters and no
explanation. Not Greek lettering but almost random ASCII characters and attempts at words. A few pages of this|
abandoned my Kindle and went back to the printed copy | had to order.The history of playing cards is fascinating and
well worth exploring. However this book is not for the neophyte social historian. Thisis more akin to a scholarly work
to be tackled once you have a better foundation on the subject.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Covered the subject but the text was small and hard to readBy BineshiiGood history but the text was very small - hard
to read.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An interesting account about a small matterBy DR RUTH
JOHNSONSome years ago, | read abook about the history of the pencil, so | was interested in reading this book about
playing cards. It isinteresting.

This text contains a treatise on facts and speculations pertaining the origin and history of playing cards. Full of
interesting information and descriptions of early card games, this text will be of much value to those with a keen
interest in this pastime and it makes for a worthy addition to collections of card gaming literature. The chapters of this
book include: 'Of the Origin and Name of Cards, 'Introduction of Cardsinto Europe', 'Programs of Card-Playing', 'Of
the Different Kinds of Cards and the Marks of the Suits, and 'The Morality of Card-Playing'. This antique book is
proudly republished now complete with a new introduction on card games.



