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From Marquand Books : Expressions of Innocence and Eloquence: Selections from the Jane Katcher Collection 
of Americana  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
Expressions of Innocence and Eloquence: Selections from the Jane Katcher Collection of Americana: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Expressions of Innocence EloquenceBy S. StrongA beautiful book 
for the Folk Art enthusiast! Photography is fantastic and includes so many items that have not been published before. 
Wonderful!2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. a fascinating bookBy L. AlfanoI read the book cover to 
cover immediately and was totally engaged. To miss the beauty and joy in these examples of folk art is impossible.6 of 
8 people found the following review helpful. Expressions of Innocence and Eloquence: Selections from the Jane 
Katcher Collection of AmericanaBy JFWell produced book with excellent photography. The essays by noted folk art 
experts was a great concept however they were primarily geared towards historical context and overall presentation of 
photographed works in the book.A better format would have been these same individuals critiquing the relative merits 
of the pieces -- their strengths and their weaknesses, thus defining clearer for the reader how to assess the overall 
merits and quality of differing pieces within a sub-group -- in effect, their eyes educating the reader in the details and 
nuances of good folk art.
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American folk art and decorative arts from the early years of the Republic are telling indicators of family traditions, 
aesthetic values, and household customs of the young nation. Showing us how creative and consumer cultures from 
the old world were transformed in the new, Expressions of Innocence and Eloquence presents more than two hundred 
examples of American folk art and decorative arts created in New England, New York, Pennsylvania, and Virginia in 
the 18th and 19th centuries. Drawn from the extraordinary Jane Katcher Collection, the book features familiar 
expressions of American folk artportraits and carvings, quilts and needlework, weathervanes and whirligigs, family 
records and calligraphy, ceramics, furniture, baskets, and toysas well as the unexpectedvalentines, friendship albums, 
and keepsakes woven from the hair of loved ones. 

Folk art and Americana seldom get so lush a treatment.Art Auction (holiday gift books selection) 


