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John S. Hilbert : Emil Kemeny: A Life in Chess  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Emil Kemeny: A Life in Chess: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excel.entBy Miguel Artigas IsartA great biogrphy of an important 
but not very well known player. Deals mainly about his american period but there is also valuable information about 
his early and final years in Europe.

Emil Kemeny appeared on the American chess scene in 1890, a Hungarian chess player on the Lower East Side who 
had difficulty with English. Within a decade he was considered one of the country's finest chess players and writers. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0786473592


He dominated chess in both Philadelphia and Chicago, where he lived between 1893 and early 1906. Congenial and 
modest, Kemeny was appreciated for his chess play and valued for the strong friendships he formed during his years in 
the United States. A tenacious competitor despite poor health, he fought Showalter for the national title, ran his own 
chess magazine, and provided detailed coverage of Monte Carlo 1903. His chess career as player and writer is 
presented in detail. Common databases rarely include more than 35 of his games; this book has 227--sixty or more 
against Halpern, Hanham, Voigt, Showalter and Pillsbury--most with annotations; 361 diagrams. Forty additional 
period games, hundreds of source notes, tournament and match records, crosstables, a bibliography, and openings, 
player, and general indexes complete the work.

"this book covers Kemeny's chess career and writings in detail"--ChessCafe.com; "Hilbert's research is excellent"--
Dale Brandreth, Caissa Editions; "the games are presented in an accessible format with plenty of diagrams, 361 in all. 
Those readers who already own McFarland books will be glad to know that the usual high standard is maintained. The 
author is probably the leading chess historian in the world. Recommended"--British Chess Magazine.About the 
AuthorJohn S. Hilbert is the author of a dozen books and more than 100 articles on chess history. He lives in Amherst, 
New York. 


