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John Emms: Easy Guidetothe Ruy Lopez before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth
my time, and all praised Easy Guide to the Ruy Lopez:

12 of 14 people found the following review helpful. Good Working Picture of the OpeningBy AstrocloudThis book
offers advice for the practitioner of the Spanish. It is reasonably complete in the fact that it covers the opening from
the point of view of black's responses. Asyou know the Spanish goes 1. e4-e5, 2. Nf3-Nc6 3. Bb5 ... It is here where
the author starts. The book goes through al the major variations in some detail. (Often my computer will eventually
diverge down some hidden lines of play which were overlooked by this book.) The only major drawback with this
book is that the exchange variation is not covered in-depth. Overal, thisis a good book and recomended for any


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1857442202

player. (Also, if you are abeginner and are looking to study the openings, the Ruy Lopez and the Queen's Gambit are a
good place to start.)16 of 16 people found the following review helpful. A good repertoire book for the Ruy LopezBy
Jill MalterThis book isgood at what it is supposed to be good at. If you want to start playing the Ruy with White, you
ought to get arepertoire book or two. And thisis a very reasonable choice.No, it doesn't cover the Exchange Variation.
That isthe whole point. Larry Kaufman's book (The Chess Advantage in Black and White) is afine repertoire book
that has White playing the Exchange Variation, so if you want to do that, get his book, not this one.But if you want to
play the real Ruy Lopez, get this book.Y ou probably already have some ideas about how you want to meet some
variations of the Ruy. The reason you need a repertoire book is so that you can get ideas about how to meet some of
the lines you don't know much about. And this book is great at explaining the ideas behind the various defences, as
well as giving some specific lines to play.Of course, the book is afew yearsold already. But | think that is not abig
problem. Theory hasn't changed all that much, and the ideas that are presented are, for the most part, valid. Y ou will
want to stay up-to-date on some lines, of course.The author recommends playing the anti-Marshall with 8 a4. That is
not abad line, but | certainly prefer allowing Black to play the Marshall. That's not a problem with the book, of course,
merely apersonal preference.l do have a minor complaint about the book, however. Namely, suppose you read this
book and then play, um, me. What will happen? Will you be prepared for what | play in the opening?No.Y ou see, as
Black, I'll play the Berlin Defence. Emms spends twelve pages on this defence and gives the ideas behind it. But this
book is faulty on both the ideas and the lines if you play me. I've played the Berlin for over thirty years as Black. And
when | get into the endgame Emms recommends, my first choice is aways to get my King to the Queenside, to b7 or
c6, where it is both safe and active. If you take the advice in this book, you'll let me do that. Thelineis 1 e4 €5 2 Nf3
Nc6 3 Bb5 Nf6 4 0-0 Nxe4 5 d4 Nd6 6 Bxc6 dxc6 7 dxeb Nf5 8 Qxd8+ Kxd8 9 Nc3.At this point, | may play 9...Bd7,
which this book does not consider. But evenif | play 9...Ne7, 9...h6, or 9...Be6, all of which the book does consider,
you still will not be expecting my King to head for the Queenside, with my pawns on b6, c7, and ¢5. On top of this,
recent high-level grandmaster games seem to be confirming the power of my strategy.And one more tidbit. The book
has a good chapter on the Open Variation: 1 e4 €5 2 Nf3 Nc6 3 Bb5 a6 4 Ba4 Nf6 5 0-0 Nxed 6 d4. Well, thereisan
unsound and flaky try for Black here, which | occasionally spring on folks in 5-minute games, namely 6...exd4 (the
infamous Riga Variation). The book gives some good advice here, but it stops just one move short. It advises 7 Rel d5
8 Nxd4 Bd6 9 Nxc6 Bxh2+ 10 Kh1! (not Kxh2, which gives Black a perpetual) 10...Qh4 11 Rxed+ dxe4 12 Qd8+
Qxd8 13 Nxd8+ Kxd8 14 Kxh2. Y es, but the book needs to give you just one more move, because when | play
14...Be3, half my opponents play 15 Nc3? They are not happy when | reply 15...c5, winning material. Thissilly trap is
the whole point of this defence, so the book should have warned everyone.On the whole, however, | think itisan
excellent book. | recommend it.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A good easy-guide book to learn this
openingBy A CustomerHello I'm a player who first used to play openings like the scotch gambit, and the itialian
(Bc4), but | began to seeit is difficult to get a opening advantage with that openings and the tricks only work until
1800-level. In this book you get the ideas and the most impotant variantions. The subvariations are not to much
mentioned but most of the times that's because you have to be able to refuse the worse moves yourself. It's rather
written for the white side, but it's more objective than most books. It's a repertoire book and there are parts of the ruy
lopez like the Marshall gambit you won't find here because they advice for white to play the anti-marshall. | think
that's a adventage so you won't have to see in a game yourself why some variations are worse.

In this easy-to-follow guide, you are taken through the main concepts that underlie the Ruy Lopez, leading onto a
carefully organized repertoire. The content is up-to-date and contains enough information to enable you to play the
Ruy Lopez with confidence without you being flooded with extraneous detail. Written by arenowned Ruy Lopez
expert, this guide covers all Black's main replies. Everyman's Easy Guide series represents a new approach to chess
opening books: just enough detail and just enough explanation to enable readers to play an opening with confidence,
without months of memorizing theory-the easy way to master a chess opening. Grandmaster John Emms is one of the
stars of English chess, and shared first place in the super-strong 1997 British Championship. He is an extremely
experienced player and trainer, and part of the team that wrote Everyman's one-volume openings encyclopedia, Nunn's
Chess Openings.

From the Back Coverln this easy-to-follow guide, you are taken through the main concepts that underlie the Ruy
Lopez, leading on to a carefully organized repertoire. The content is up-to-date and contains enough information to
enable you to play the Ruy Lopez with confidence without you being flooded with extraneous detail. Written by a
renowned Ruy Lopez expert, this guide covers all Black's main replies. Everyman's Easy Guide series represents a
new approach to chess opening books: just enough detail and just enough explanation to enable readersto play an
opening with confidence, without months of memorizing theory-the easy way to master a chess opening. Grandmaster
John Emmsis one of the stars of English chess, and shared first place in the super-strong 1997 British Championship.
Heis an extremely experienced player and trainer, and part of the team that wrote Everyman's one-volume openings



encyclopedia, Nunn's Chess Openings. (5 11/16 X 8 3/16, 144 pages, illustrations)



