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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Sets the StandardBy James D. StripesI have a print edition of the 
original and a Kindle edition of this expanded version among more than a dozen other endgame books. I spend as 
much time studying this text as all my other endgame books combined. Dvoretsky's writing is generally clear and 
precise. Although generally considered suited only for the strongest players, the text is layered in a way that players at 
many levels can find a place to begin, and then return for more as their skill improves. He covers the essential 
elements in each important endgame, then probes the depths, including correcting many oft-repeated errors in older 
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classics.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Essential Endgames for Strong PlayersBy R. TobiasHere is 
a real classic of chess literature, one that probably should be in every serious player's chess library. As you may well 
know, Dvoretsky is widely considered one of the best, if not the very best chess instructors for advanced players in the 
world. This volume can be considered, in a way, the successor to Reuben Fine's 'Basic Chess Endings', a 
comprehensive and detailed look at what are termed theoretical chess endings. (With the advantage that there are far 
fewer errors in the current volume, and esoteric endings looked at in Fine, such as Q vs 4 pieces, are skipped here.) 
That is, these are endings that have very few or no pawns present, and so can be worked out to exact outcomes with 
best play by both sides. All essential endgames, such as the critical Lucena and Philador positions are covered, as are 
Bishops of both same and opposite colors, Queen endings, R vs minor piece, etc etc. A valuable feature is that 
approximately 400 (!) positions have been highlighted in blue text as being the most central ones to learn, so you can 
start with these, and then expand your endgame knowledge by going back and studying the other positions later. As a 
trainer w/ vast experience (and as a player of IM strength), you can be confident that you are learning the most 
essential endgames, and that you are getting instruction that is clearly and insightfully written. The only other modern 
volume to consider in place of this volume would be Mueller and Lamprecht's 'Fundamental Chess Endings', another 
thick tome that is also authoritative, and very well written and organized. Either one would be a superb choice for the 
advanced, dedicated player. (If you are compulsive, get both!!) More casual, lower rated players would be better 
served by picking more basic endgame works like Nunn's 'Understanding Chess Endgames" or 'Silman's Complete 
Endgame Course'. Once you master a book like Dvoretsky, go on to a book on strategic endgames (ones w/ more 
pawns, that cannot necessarily be definitively solved) like Shereshevsky or Mueller's separate book on strategic 
endgames. Master two of these volumes (one on theoretical endings, one on strategic ones), then do the work at the 
board during your games, and you will be able to go toe to toe with very strong players!0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. The best ever?By David BorensztajnSome people say it is the best chess book ever written. 
The author was the best coach in the world and has recently died. It is very complicated with many many variants, but 
it is worth to buy it. You can browse and open anywhere and learn a lot.

A modern classic. The first edition of Dvoretsky s Endgame Manual was immediately recognized by novice and 
master alike as one of the best books ever published on the endgame. This second edition is revised and enlarged "now 
over 400 pages "covering all the most important concepts required for endgame mastery. Dvoretskys Endgame 
Manual...may well be the chess book of the year...close to an ultimate one-volume manual on the endgame. -- 
International Grandmaster Lubomir Kavalek in the Washington Post Dvoretskys most significant book. It gives the 
ambitious player a chance to do top-level training, but also gives the amateur a chance to see what is really important. 
If any chess book can make you a better player, this is it. -- International Master Jacob Aagaard The noted Russian 
trainer has produced a classic guide to learning the endgame...Highly recommended! -- International Master John 
Donaldson

"Dvoretsky's Endgame Manual ... may well be the chess book of the year... [It] comes close to an ultimate one-volume 
manual on the endgame. - Lubomir Kavalek in his chess column of December 1, 2003 in the Washington 
Post."Dvoretsky's Endgame Manual is quite simply a masterpiece of research and insight. It is a tremendous 
contribution to endgame literature, certainly the most important one in many years, and destined to be a classic of the 
literature.John Watson, reviewing DEM at The Week In Chess"This is an extraordinary good chess book. To call this 
the best book on endgames ever written seems to be an opinion shared by almost all reviewers and commentators. And 
I must say that I am not to disagree." - Erik SobjergAbout the AuthorMark Dvoretsky is one of the most renowned and 
respected chess instructors in the world today. A trainer of grandmasters, he is also a best-selling chess author. 


