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Jeffrey A. Miron : Drug War Crimes: The Consequences of Prohibition  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Drug War Crimes: The Consequences of Prohibition: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CATVery interesting book.0 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. A scholarly essayBy Jerome C. BoyerThe small book is well organized, but hard to read. 
The large number of in-line or footnote quotations and references makes smooth reading very difficult.A good, in 
depth view of the current issues stemmed from the never ending war on drug. Because we live in Mexico, part of the 
year, a number of references to the drug cartels felt quite germane. The proposed solutions are debatable, But the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0945999909


statement of facts seems genuine.The content is probably worth 4 to five stars. But it takes too much effort to go 
through it, thus the 2 star rating.6 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Enough is Enough!By AaronAny 
objective observer can see that the United States' war on drugs is an epic failure. On the positive side, various states 
are taking the initiative in legalizing medical marijuana. On the other hand, the federal government still hasn't learned 
its lesson for decades. Short (107 pages), succinct, and backed by hard data, Miron's book presents a highly detailed 
critique of the U.S. government's war on drugs and the vast harm it has wrought. In addition, he makes the case for the 
only right alternative: full legalization of all drugs. Even if one doesn't agree with this conclusion, skeptics should read 
this book and understand that the approach and consequences of the status quo are unacceptable.

A balanced and sophisticated analysis of the true costs, benefits, and consequences of enforcing drug prohibition is 
presented in this book. Miron argues that prohibition's effects on drug use have been modest and that prohibition has 
numerous side effects, most of them highly undesirable. In particular, prohibition is shown to directly increase violent 
crime, even in cases where it deters drug use. Miron's analysis leads to a disturbing finding-the more resources given 
to the fight against drugs, the greater the homicide rate. The costs and benefits of several alternatives to the war on 
drugs are examined. The conclusion is unequivocal and states that any of the most widely discussed alternatives is 
likely to be a substantial improvement over current policy.

"A powerful economic analysisadvances the only practical alternative to the present failed policies." -- Joseph D. 
MacNamara, former Chief of Police of San Jose, California"Jeffrey Miron strengthens and enriches the case with his 
analyses of data from the prohibition era and from other countries" -- Steven B. Duke, professor of law, Yale 
University"Legislators and other policy-makers would benefit from his non-politicized, non-moralistic approach; 
everyone can benefit from reading this important, insightful work." -- Margaret M. Russell, vice president, 
ACLU"[T]he standard for judging all else in the field . . . has been needed for a very long time." -- John L. Kane, Jr., 
senior judge, U.S. District CourtAbout the AuthorJeffrey A. Miron is professor of economics at Boston University. 
His articles on drug policy have appeared in Social Research, Journal of Law and Economics, Boston Globe, and the 
London Observer. He received his Ph.D. in economics from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 


